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PM inaugurates Rashtra
Prerna Sthal in Lucknow

Spread over 65 acres, the lotus-shaped memorial has three towering bronze statues of ex-PM Atal

Bihari Vajpayee, and Hindutva ideologues Deen Dayal Upadhyay and Shyama Prasad Mookerjee

Ma; Kumar
LUCKNOW

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Thursday inaugu-

rated the Rashtra Prerna
Sthal to honour the life and
ideals of former Prime Mi-
nister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and two other Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party icons in Luck-
now on Thursday.

Spread over 65 acres,
close to the banks of the
Gomti river on Hardoi
Road, the Rashtra Prerna
Sthal is dedicated to Vaj-
payee, and Hindutva ideo-
logues Deen Dayal Upad-
hyay and Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee. Shaped like a
lotus, reflecting the BJP’s
election symbol, the me-
morial has three towering
bronze statues of the late
leaders.

Historic event: Modi
Describing the event mark-
ing the late Prime Minis-
ter’s 101st birth anniver-
sary as historic, Mr. Modi
said Lucknow was witness-
ing a new inspiration. He
further said “birth anniver-
saries of two great sons of
our country”, Vajpayee
and Mahamana Madan Mo-
han Malaviya, “who had
left an ineradicable mark
on nation-building through
their contributions”, fell
on the day.

“The Rashtriya Prerna
Sthal is an inspirational
memorial dedicated to the
lives, ideals, and invalua-
ble heritage of our coun-
try’s greatest figures. I felt
immense pride and spiri-
tual satisfaction inaugurat-
ing it in Lucknow on Good
Governance Day. Atal ji’s
birth anniversary is also a
day to celebrate good go-
vernance. Today, we are
expanding the legacy of
good governance created
by the BJP-led National De-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with U.P. GovemorAnandnben Patel Defence Mlmster Rajnath Singh, U.P.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and others at the inauguration in Lucknow on Thursday. pTi

mocratic Alliance
government.

“The National Prerna
Sthal embodies the spirit
that has guided India to
self-respect, unity, and ser-
vice. The statues of Dr.
Shyama Prasad Mukher-
jee, Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya, and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee give us the mes-
sage that every step and ev-
ery effort should be dedi-
cated to nation-building,”
Mr. Modi said.

He said the state-of-the-
art lotus-shaped museum
at the venue brings to life
the spirit of selfless leader-
ship and good governance.
“It will continue to inspire
future generations to em-
brace and embody the
ideals of our leaders,” Mr.
Modi said.

The Prime Minister said
the land on which the Prer-
na Sthal has been built
had, for decades, accumu-
lated a mountain of gar-

bage across over 30 acres,
which had been cleared in
the past three years.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh said the coun-
try’s progress over the past
decade was guided by the
principle of taking pride in
India’s leadership, heritage
and values, a theme consis-
tently emphasised by the
Prime Minister. “Leaders
such as Syama Prasad Muk-
herjee, Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya and former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had played a de-
cisive role in shaping Inde-
pendent India’s sense of
identity, self-respect and
national purpose,” said Mr.
Singh.

Referring to Mukherjee,
the Defence Minister said
his political struggle was
centred on safeguarding
India’s unity and integrity.
He noted that the abroga-
tion of Article 370 reflected
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the fulfilment of Dr. Muk-
herjee’s long-standing po-
sition on Jammu and
Kashmir.

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath said “the legacies
of Dr. Shyama Prasad Muk-
herjee ji, Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya ji and Atal ji
had provided India with a
new national vision”. Wel-
coming Mr. Modi, he ad-
ded, “It is a matter of pride
that the Rashtra Prerna
Sthal, the grand statues of
the three towering leaders
and the museum are being
dedicated to the nation in
Lucknow by the Prime
Minister.”

He described Mr. Modi
as a strong proponent of
the vision of “Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat” (One In-
dia, Great India), and a
leader committed to An-
tyodaya by giving concrete
shape to the “ideals of
good governance envi-
sioned by Vajpayee.
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PM inaugurates Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow

YUTHHAT 7 TG-S § MY WM RIS HT Igured fopar

Spread over 65 acres, the lotus-shaped memorial has three towering bronze statues
of ex-PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and Hindutva ideologues Deen Dayal Upadhyay and
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee

65 Ths U thd HHA & PR & 39 VRS A 7d YT sred fagr a4t ok féga
e i SuTa SUTHHT TUT ATHT WIS gEStl @t oI faRne i ufowne @

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday inaugurated the
Rashtra Prerna Sthal to honour the life and ideals of former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and two other Bharatiya
Janata Party icons in Lucknow on Thursday.

YA TR Hidl A FaAR &I @S | gd guHeE ed fagrdt
TG} SR R ST U1E] & &1 37 Uelidh! & Siia 3R SHTaRIf
& G H AP TROM RIS BT g i

e Spread over 65 acres, close to the banks of the Gomti river on
Hardoi Road, the Rashtra Prerna Sthal is dedicated to
Vajpayee, and Hindutva ideologues Deen Dayal Upadhyay and ‘4,
Shyama Prasad Mookerjee. !

QIS S W M 71} & dc & e esmﬁaa—cg%ﬁwnm, Tt 9T fgga
foaR® & gaTe IuTeHTT 3R AT YATE HSif bl gl

e Shaped like a lotus, reflecting the BJP’s election symbol, the memorial has three towering
bronze statues of the late leaders.
YISTUT & gHTd FRIg &1 a7 §U HHA & HHR BT g TRS [GaTd Aarsl B i fad s
wfemmeil @ gufsra g1

Historic event: Modi

3TAIe: Hidt

e Describing the event marking the late Prime Minister's 101st birth anniversary as historic,
Mr. Modi said Lucknow was witnessing a new inspiration.
faTd g @1 1014 STt W TR 39 HRIHH & Udgii® adid gy ot At = el &
TGS, U T3 IR & Weh 59 8T 3|

e He further said “birth anniversaries of two great sons of our country”, Vajpayee and
Mahamana Madan Mohan Malaviya, “who had left an ineradicable mark on nation-building
through their contributions”, fell on the day.
F 31 Fel fob < & & AR AYal, arerddt 3iR HGTHAT He HigH HTadIg & Sreh,
S oa arTeM & 1Y Fafor W siitie B Brel, 34t fa oS

e “The Rashtriya Prerna Sthal is an inspirational memorial dedicated to the lives, ideals, and
invaluable heritage of our country’s greatest figures.
TP RO TIA GHAR < B Ho™ Y[l & SitaH, &R IR e fRrad &1 Tt te
TRUTGRIS RS g |

o | felt immense pride and spiritual satisfaction inaugurating it in Lucknow on Good
Governance Day.

TR RaE R 1S & 391 Iguie dvd g e 3fdd 74 3R seanfdis Iy ot
ST &

e Atal ji’s birth anniversary is also a day to celebrate good governance.
e oft Pt SR YR HT Ia T &7 ft T g

e Today, we are expanding the legacy of good govemance created by the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance government.

S M
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351 §H HTSTUT & Aed arel! AP TP TSEUT IRPR GRT RS G b faRmId
&1 R W B
“The National Prerna Sthal embodies the spirit that has guided India to self-respect, unity,
and service.

TP RO TIT I HIGH BT Uil g o YR I WA, T 3R HaT & AN R S
CHUIR
The statues of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee give us the message that every step and every effort should be dedicated to
nation-building,” Mr. Modi said.

ST. XUTHT H1E g@Sll, Ufsd Seara Surer oiR sfed fagrt arera:fY &0t ufonm g9 a5
TR Seft B o &R em SIR &R yar g fomfor & ferg wmftfa g =nfe,” of w3 sl

He said the state-of-the-art lotus-shaped museum at the venue brings to life the spirit of
selfless leadership and good governance.

31 Fel for TRER | 1 Sy FHa-3MeR &1 wugred fARard Aqa o J=ma= ot
YIGHT &1 Sidd Bl gl

“It will continue to inspire future generations to embrace and embody the ideals of our
leaders,” Mr. Modi said.

“Tg 3 aTet Tifeal Bt gHR ATl & Ml oF UM 3R ST B PI IR T -7,
&t 71t 3 STl

The Prime Minister said the land on which the Prerna Sthal has been built had, for decades,
accumulated a mountain of garbage across over 30 acres, which had been cleared in the
past three years.

TeEEAT 3 gl o o Yfy IR AR wya o1 i) gon 7, 981 eIl I 30 Ths | Sifiw &
A ok &1 UgTs w1 T, o U §i9 auf & 91w oo
Addressing the gathering, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said the country’s progress over

the past decade was guided by the principle of taking pride in India’s leadership, heritage
and values.

FUT ! FATT Bd gU & HAt o1y Rig 3 w81 o e d gxre 1 o &1 Wi URd &
A9, faRTad iR el R 7Td B3 & Rigia @ FeRe @ 8|
He said this theme was consistently emphasised by the Prime Minister.

321 oal b 39 favg IR yeriEt TR e 29 38 B
“Leaders such as Syama Prasad Mukherjee, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya and former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had played a decisive role in shaping Independent
India’s sense of identity, self-respect and national purpose,” said Mr. Singh.

“TTHT YT, Gaoil, Uted di-earel SUTHATT 3R d yuaE sred fagrt arsradt S Adrsit
A AT YR DI UgaH, WA 3R AT I57T Pl AHR & B Foriges e s, St
Rig = el
Referring to Mukherjee, the Defence Minister said his political struggle was centred on
safeguarding India’s unity and integrity.

RIS 1 Iead HRd gU & T A gl S I IeHIad Ty YRd B Tpdr 3R sRasdr
DI & WR biad Tl
He noted that the abrogation of Article 370 reflected the fulfiiment of Dr. Mukherjee’s long-
standing position on Jammu and Kashmir.

3B HET [ 3T 370 B! AR favan ST TTRE-HRHR IR ST, gaell & dd 99 I Ia 311

T8 9 B Y @l w1

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said “the legacies of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee ji,

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya ji and Atal ji had provided India with a new national vision”.

%?mﬁ TEATY = el fob “ST. TATHI U1E il off, Ufed e Sureary sit
3fed Sit 1 fRTHd 7 HRd &1 U 18 P @ USH Bl 51"

Welcoming Mr. Modi, he added, “It is a matter of pride that the Rashtra Prerna Sthal, the

grand statues of the three towering leaders and the museum are being dedicated to the

nation in Lucknow by the Prime Minister.”

%ﬂﬁaﬁmmﬁg@e@ﬁw, “Tg TTd B! 91 & b Y o =y, A HH Adrsi o

Yo UATY 31R HURTe aa+S | UUTAHAT gRT Y B [Cagc IR
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e He described Mr. Modi as a strong proponent of the vision of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’,
and a leader committed to Antyodaya by giving concrete shape to the ideals of good
governance envisioned by Vajpayee.

B@ﬁ%ﬁuﬁ’rﬁwm ngaﬁqﬁmmwwaw%ﬁw@%uﬁuﬁa@

Constitution of India released

in Santhali language

President Droupadi Murmu on Thursday
released the Constitution of India in the Santhali
language at a function held at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan. The Santhali language is spoken by a
significant number of tribal people in Jharkhand,
Odisha, West Bengal, and Bihar. The President
said it is a matter of pride for all the Santhali
people that the Constitution of India is now
available in their language, written in the OI Chiki
script. It will enable them to understand the
Constitution in their own language, she added.
Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan and Union
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal were present on
the occasion. e

1 §am, g areradlt gRT afiefedd G &
3l &1 o1 w v |

Constitution of India released in Santhali
language

YTl HTOT H HRd P1 Sfde™ St

o Constitution of India released in Santhali language
YT YTST H YIRE BT Afaer SRt

¢ President Droupadi Murmu on Thursday released
the Constitution of India in the Santhali language at
a function held at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.
ryafe Sud) 95 & oaR S wyufa waT ¥ smifa
TP HRIHH T HYTE! YT T WRA BT |ITUT SR
foba |

e The Santhali language is spoken by a significant
number of tribal people in Jharkhand, Odisha, West
Bengal, and Bihar.

HYTS YT SRES, SN2, uf e ok fagr o
T a1t STRART A @t It WS g7 el ST B |
e The President said it is a matter of pride for all the
Santhali people that the Constitution of India is now
available in their language, written in the Ol Chiki
script.

Tgufer 3 F31 o5 g T el il & fore TiRa &t
914 § 5 WRa &1 Wfae o 3! U § o forast
fafr o Suars 81

o |t wiI] enable them to under§tand the Constitutior] in their own language, she added.
I T DT b T d WITUTH BY a1t YT & JHet qh |

¢ Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan and Union Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal were

present on the occasion.

T AR W IRyl . @, TUrPwE R BEig At 3l I Auara IuRRd 3
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India to head
conflict-free diamond
body Kimberley
Process from January
(RS

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Through a consensus, the Kimberley Pro-
cess (KP) Plenary has selected India to be
its chairperson from January 1, 2026. This is
the third time India will chair the Kimberly
Process, a tripartite initiative involving go-
vernments, the international diamond in-
dustry and the civil society to prevent the
trade in “conflict diamonds”-rough dia-
monds used by rebel groups or allies to fi-
nance conflicts undermining legitimate go-
vernments, as defined in UN Security
Council resolutions.

“India’s selection reflects global trust in
the government’s commitment to fostering
integrity and transparency in international
trade,” Commerce & Industry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal said in a statement.

The Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion
Council (GJEPC), the nodal agency for the
Kimberley Process (KP) in India, has wel-
comed India’s selection.

India to head conflict-free diamond body Kimberley
Process from January

YR Fa3) A Tuu-gad g1 Ao feravdt ufsear
BT Aqed B

. India to head conflict-free diamond body Kimberley Process
from January

gmﬁ@ﬁa&.@mmmmwm

. Through a consensus, the Kimberley Process (KP)

Plenary has selected India to be its chairperson from January 1,

2026.

gdgmfa 3 feravet ufthar (@) gof w1 3 1 a3t 2026
YR D! ST A& T ¢

. This is the third time India will chair the Kimberly Process,
a tripartite initiative involving governments, the international
diamond industry and the civil society to prevent the trade in
“conflict diamonds”—rough diamonds used by rebel groups or

allies to finance conflicts undermining legitimate governments,

as defined in UN Security Council resolutions.
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Bethlehem Chrisinassince G Lﬁ*q;a;
celebrates first  fmmaras

fes t ive ChriSt mas . Bethlehem celebrates first festive Christmas

since Gaza war

: JYTEH & SFaqul foraas
since Gazawar — ZFFTrEETETEd
m . Hundreds of wors_,h_ippers gathered for mass

F Pre at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem on
ence trance-tresse Wednesday night as the Palestinian city ushered in
BETHLEHEM o ) | i
its first festive Christmas in over two years,
Hundreds of worshippers gathered for mass at emerging from the shadow of the war in Gaza.
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem on HIR 1 SYAH & = 3T ¢ ARfIE & At
Wednesday night as the Palestinian city ushered ~ YGTq] TR T & oW T 8¢, §d fopfere=it
in its first festive Christmas in over two years, e A TSI IS P BT Y §eR Foad &Y a auf &

emerging from the shadow of the war in Gaza. g It m W'Q:Uf fraTa
Throughout the conflict that began with siftr e Kl

Hamas’s attack on Israel in October 2023, a T foba |
sombre tone had marked Christmases in the . Throughout the conflict that began with
biblical birthplace of Jesus Christ. Hamas'’s attack on Israel in October 2023, a

But celebrations returned full swing on sombre tone had marked Christmases in the biblical

Wednesday with crowded parades and musicin = pjrthplace of Jesus Christ.
the occupied West Bank city, as a fragile truce
held in Gaza, where hundreds of thousands of
people face winter in makeshift tents.

In his homily, Jerusalem’s Latin Patriarch,
Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa urged peace,
hope and rebirth, saying the Nativity story still
held relevance in the turbulence of modern
times. “Christmas... invites us to look beyond the
logic of domination, to rediscover the power of
love, solidarity, and of justice,” he told the
congregation.

He spoke of his visit to war-battered Gaza over
the weekend, where he said “suffering is still
present” despite the ceasefire.

At the Vatican, Pope Leo XIV delivered his first
Christmas Mass at Saint Peter’s Basilica, after he
called for “24 hours of peace in the whole
world”.

GS Paper 1: History,
TOPICS COVERED

26 December 2025

1. | Carrying the red flag into the next century

3TN U<t H AT §is B 31 & ST
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Traditional performance: Sikh devotees display Gatka martial art skills during a ‘Nagar Kirtan’
procession taken out as part of ‘Prakash Utsav’, on the occasion of 358th birth anniversary of the 10th
and last Sikh Guru Gobind Singh, in Prayagraj on Thursday. ANI
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Carrying the red tlag into the next century

As the Communist Party of India marks a century of political engagement, its legacy invites reflection on the task to rebuild India on the foundations of equality, secularism, and justice

n December 26, 2025,

the Communist Party

of India turns 100. This

centenary is not mere-
ly the marking of time for a politi-
cal party but a moment of histori-
cal reflection on a movement that
profoundly shaped India’s free-
dom struggle, its vision for the fu-
ture of the nation, and its social
and economic vision. From its ear-
liest years, the CPI gave voice to
the revolutionary slogan “Inquilab
Zindabad”, coined by Maulana
Hasrat Mohani — who chaired the
Reception Committee of the histor-
ic Kanpur Conference — and im-
mortalised by Bhagat Singh and his
comrades. Through communist ac-
tivists, this call for revolutionary
transformation travelled to every
nook and corner of the country,
becoming a living expression of re-
sistance, hope and patriotism. The
CPI emerged confronting colonial
rule and sought to answer a funda-
mental question confronting the
national movement: freedom for
whom and to what end. Over a
century, the CPI has consistently
argued that political independence
without social and economic trans-
formation would leave the masses
trapped in old and new forms of
exploitation.

The historical roots of the CPI
lie in its uncompromising struggle
against colonial capitalism. British
imperialism subordinated India’s
economy to the needs of foreign
capital, destroyed indigenous in-
dustries, imposed exploitative
land relations, and produced wi-
despread poverty. At the same
time, it created a modern working
class and exposed Indian revolu-
tionaries to global currents of so-
cialist thought, particularly after
the Russian Revolution of 1917. In-

dian activists and revolutionaries
who encountered Marxism abroad
or through international networks
began to see that national libera-
tion and social emancipation were
inseparable. This understanding
matured into organisational form
with the founding of the CPI in De-
cember 1925 at Kanpur.

Marxist theory, Indian realities
The Kanpur conference brought
together revolutionaries, trade un-
ionists, and anti-imperialist acti-
vists committed to building a revo-
lutionary party rooted in Marxist
theory and Indian realities.

The CPI's role in the fight
against colonial rule was uncom-
promising and profoundly patriot-
ic. Unlike strands of nationalism
that sought accommodation with
imperial power, the communists
understood colonialism as a sys-
tem of economic exploitation sus-
tained by political domination.
They fought British rule through
trade union struggles, peasant
movements, underground resis-
tance, and ideological battles.
Their patriotism was rooted not in
elite negotiations but in the lives
and struggles of ordinary Indians.

One of the CPI's most enduring
contributions was its emphasis on
building mass organisations. The
party recognised that political
emancipation could mnot be
achieved without mobilising socie-
ty in all its diversity. It helped build
and strengthen platforms such as
the All India Trade Union Con-
gress, the All India Kisan Sabha,
the All India Students’ Federation,
cultural and writers” organisations
like the Progressive Writers’ Asso-
ciation and the Indian People’s
Theatre Association, and, later, or-
ganisations of women and youth.

100 Years Cpy

Social emancipation: It was through mass struggles that communist politics

acquired its deepest roots. G. RAMAKRISHNA

Through these formations, the CPI
united workers, peasants, stu-
dents, intellectuals, and artists
around shared struggles.

It was through mass struggles
that communist politics acquired
its deepest roots. The CPI led his-
toric movements for land and dig-
nity, including the Telangana
armed struggle against feudal op-
pression, the Tebhaga movement
in Bengal that asserted peasants’
rights over their produce, the Pun-
napraVayalar struggle in Kerala
against landlord tyranny, and the
militant land struggles of the Than-
Jjavur delta. In industrial centres
such as Kanpur, Bombay, Calcutta,
and Puducherry, the trade union
movement under communist lea-
dership won major labour victo-
ries, securing rights, wages, and
dignity for workers.

The CPI decisively radicalised
the agenda of the national struggle.
At a time when dominion status
was being debated as a possible
compromise, the communists in-

Carrying the red flag into the next century

3Tl TSt A AT $S BT 3FT & ST

Carrying the. red flag into the next century
STCH Tl H &1 §IS DI 311 o o

As the Communist Party of India marks a century of political engagement, its legacy invites
reflection on the task to rebuild India on the foundations of equality, secularism, and justice

S B YR 3
forRmad qHTT, gF

STHET Felt §
On December 26, 2025, the Communist Party of India turned 100.
26 f3HaR 2025 BT RN FR-Re IET 100 T6 B! G K &
This centenary is not merely the marking of time for a political party but a moment of historical
reflection on a movement that profoundly shaped India’s freedom struggle, its vision for the
future of the nation, and its social and economic vision.

Tg Tdlec! Bhad [hUl IoHITdD G P JHI I TTUHT el 8, Siewh U UH 3fialead R UasiRie
foid &1 &f01 § FoRM URA & Taa=raT GU, Y & Hias 31 =P ol 39! arHfores gd
3nffer A= &) TEE T 3eR fea

From its earliest years, the CPI gave voice to the revolutionary slogan “Inquilab Zindabad”,
coined by Maulana Hasrat Mohani — who chaired the Reception Committee of the historic
Kanpur Conference — and immortalised by Bhagat Singh and his comrades.
3T 3T aut 9 gt Wdteng A wifder! IR “gopars figarg” o W 3o, o/ farn
TG MBI A el — iR UAeTRie SR JwWa & WHTd Tiifd &t el s — iR
fordr wrer fRig SR % Wiyl 7 SAR &= faam|
Through communist activists, this call for revolutionary transformation travelled to every nook
and corner of the country, becoming a living expression of resistance, hope and patriotism.
Frfmatal & e ¥ HifdeR) aRad @) 98 THR - & &R HH ab Ugd!, 3R

wfeRIY, ST SR SRrufeT &t Sitda sfefad o9 TS|
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sisted on complete independence.
They were among the earliest and
most consistent advocates of the
demand for a Constituent Assemb-
ly, arguing that only a sovereign
body elected by the people could
frame a democratic Constitution.
This demand later became central
to India’s transition to indepen-
dence. The party placed structural
reforms at the centre of the free-
dom struggle, arguing that inde-
pendence without land reforms,
labour rights, and social equality
would merely replace foreign rul-
ers with indigenous elites.

Land redistribution, abolition of
landlordism, protection of tenants,
trade union rights, minimum wag-
es, and social security were
pushed into the national agenda
through communistled move-
ments. The CPI articulated the vi-
sion of a classless and casteless In-
dia, recognising caste not as a
cultural residue but as a material
system deeply intertwined with
class exploitation. By linking caste

9971932488
patrioticias.in

oppression to economic struc-
tures, the party broadened the
meaning of social justice and gave
the freedom struggle a transforma-
tive content. Many of these de-
mands found reflection in the Con-
stitution and in
post-independence policy debates.

Independence in 1947 did not
end the CPI’s struggle. It marked
the beginning of a new phase fo-
cused on dismantling feudal struc-
tures, resisting monopolistic capi-
talism, and deepening democracy.
The party led historic peasant
struggles against landlordism and
played a decisive role in advancing
land reforms in States such as Ker-
ala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Trip-
ura, and Bihar. In parliamentary
and extra-parliamentary arenas,
the CPI championed public owner-
ship of key sectors of the economy
and consistently advocated the na-
tionalisation of banks, coal, insu-
rance, and other core industries,
arguing that strategic resources
must serve national development
and social welfare rather than priv-
ate accumulation.

Defender of federalism

The CPI was also a strong defender
of federalism and linguistic and
cultural diversity, strengthening
India’s democratic fabric. Its com-
mitment to social justice found ex-
pression in its defence of the rights
of Dalits, Adivasis, minorities, and
women, as well as its steadfast ad-
herence to secularism and rational
thought. Across decades, the red
flag symbolised reform, progress,
and resistance to reactionary forc-
es.

Today, as the CPI enters its se-
cond century, India confronts
grave challenges. Communalism
and emerging fascism threaten the

foundations of the Republic. Eco-
nomic growth has been accompa-
nied by massive unemployment,
precarity, and widening inequali-
ties.

For the Left, the challenge is to
once again become synonymous
with the aspirations of the masses.
This requires renewing its under-
standing of contemporary capital-
ism while remaining anchored in
its core values of equality, democ-
racy and justice.

At this eritical juncture in our
history, the centenary of the CPI is
not merely a moment of remem-
brance but a call to action. Democ-
racy itself is under assault, peo-
ple’s rights and livelihoods are
being systematically eroded, and
the achievements of the freedom
movement are being deliberately
undone. The RSS-BJP combine
seeks to dismantle our social soli-
darity, hollow out our economic
sovereignty, and subvert the Con-
stitution to impose an authoritar-
ian, exclusionary order. This dan-
ger cannot be resisted in
fragments. The CPI and the Left
must be strengthened and brought
closer together to form a broad de-
mocratic resistance. Class exploita-
tion, caste oppression, and patriar-
chy remain formidable structures
of domination, demanding organ-
ised and uncompromising strug-
gle. The task before us is clear:
cleanse institutions of their corro-
sive influence, reclaim the Repu-
blic, and rebuild India on the foun-
dations of equality, secularism,
and justice. United we must resist.
United we must advance. United
we must create a new India: egali-
tarian, democratic, and prosper-
ous. The red flag must rise higher.
The people must prevail. The fu-
ture must be ours.

Ut e T HIRIGT & T Xdlecl N & fAfgd Bl 6, SHD!
& 3R |/ & =fid W YR & AT & Hrf R R & fae
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e The CPIl emerged confronting colonial rule and sought to answer a fundamental question
confronting the national movement: freedom for whom and to what end.
<iidtams Ui R BT AT Hd §U IH 3R T 3Hierer & e TS Th 4 U
BT IR RN Wl b forg 3R fora SE=a 9|

e Over a century, the CPI has consistently argued that political independence without social
and economic transformation would leave the masses trapped in old and new forms of
exploitation.

TS I A A% THT aF WSS TR T8 db <ot a1 7 s ararhore ok snffer ufvad=
& forTT ST ST ST S INWOT & qRM 3R U Ul & thar g

e The historical roots of the CPlI lie in its uncompromising struggle against colonial capitalism.
Hrdterg o1 UceiRie IS Siuf~afe Yeftarg & fave 39 sifsn dud & FAfga 5

e British imperialism subordinated India’s economy to the needs of foreign capital, destroyed
indigenous industries, imposed exploitative land relations, and produced widespread poverty.
fafe=r wraTsgare 7 YRA o srfogawn &t fad=h Uoht &t sraxasmarstt & srefF &R faan, wexi
I @ AP o, vt YT ey 4 SR e T Ser @

o At the same time, it created a modern working class and exposed Indian revolutionaries to
global currents of socialist thought, particularly after the Russian Revolution of 1917.
T TG SR U 1Y WolgR it &l o fadm SiR faxiy U 9 1917 $t 7=\ wifd & aIg
YR HifaeRal &1 gaTerard! iR o1 afie yrrsit @ akfra s

e Indian activists and revolutionaries who encountered Marxism abroad or through intemational
networks began to see that national liberation and social emanCIpatlon were inseparable.

Sl YR SRl 3R shifdpR AR # a1 SfaRgI Acadh & [ ¥ AIRiarg 9 9, 3511
AT X o o It gfe ofR ArATfore fed Toh-gak 9 Sfav el 6|

e This understanding matured into organisational form with the founding of the CPI in
December 1925 at Kanpur.

g 9y fadiar 1925 ® SR & WISME B RATIAT & 1Y WS F0 § [dmRid g3

Marxist theory, Indian realities
Rigia, wdra aurd

o The Kanpur conference brought together revolutionaries, trade unionists, and anti-imperialist
activists committed to building a revolutionary party rooted in Marxist theory and Indian
realities.

HHEYR IR A HifdHIRl, 8 AT BRG] 3R FHadre-faRieh dridbdis & th
1 A, S Aretaret Rigia ok uRedr gurd & ffed te wifaert uref & fafo & forg
gfdes 3|
e The CPI’s role in the fight against colonial rule was uncompromising and profoundly
patriotic.
SufrafRie e & favg vav & Wdieng &t yffeT e ok Tevs ¥ d=rufaaguf o
e Unlike strands of nationalism that sought accommodation with imperial power, the
communists understood colonialism as a system of economic exploitation sustained by
political domination.
JFAIE Bt I YRTSH & fAudtd o Irorgardt T & wHeihar A ff, Frgfel 3
Stufafrwar & IeHifae Jdd gRT feds afifes =ireor o1 gomref! & U & =)

o They fought British rule through trade union struggles, peasant movements, underground
resistance, and |deolog|cal battles

32 e girg Ul e Siigrel, YT urakty ok e weTgal % W 3
fofe=r =mra I geptara faan

e Their patriotism was rooted not in elite negotiations but in the lives and struggles of ordinary
Indians.

Whﬁﬁwﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁ,aﬁmwﬁ%ﬁmﬁv@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ
|

e One of the CPI's most enduring contributions was its emphasis on building mass
organisations.

Wfteng &1 U Jad RRR A S-S & FH0 IR IS TR Tl
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e The party recognised that political emancipation could not be achieved without mobilising
society in all its diversity.
aTet = e for TETS & Tt fafaedr o wfed fory famr Ierifae gfad S4a 8l g

e |t helped build and strengthen platforms such as the All India Trade Union Congress, the
All India Kisan Sabha, the All India Students’ Federation, cultural and writers’
organisations like the Progressive Writers’ Association and the Indian People’s Theatre
Association, and, later, organlsatlons of women and youth.
sﬂﬁanas%masqﬁw , T sfean fparm aun, ifa sfean wgsed havmm,
mmwﬁmmmmmwﬁr@ma@mamm
1 a1e B Afgars ofv garsit & el & i SR gediaru & Aeg o

e Through these formations, the CPI united workers, peasants, students, intellectuals, and
artists around shared struggles.
S TreHt & H1em 4 Ardtens A aeigRl, frar, o, gfSshfal ik sarer! & =
s & 3¢-71d Tehye foba|

e It was through mass struggles that communist politics acquired its deepest roots.
o HUYT & H1eHH 9§ € SRge IS 3 U e el oIS ST |

e The CPI led historic movements for land and dignity, including the Telangana armed
struggle, the Tebhaga movement, the Punnapra-Vayalar struggle, and the militant land
struggles of the Thanjavur delta.
Hrdtemg 3 i SfR IR & forg UagTRIe Siigier! &1 =g favar, RSFH aev=T wx Wy,
AURT 3fieia, TAuT-araR Ty ok delrgr SeeT & 39 Uf o e g

¢ Inindustrial centres such as Kanpur, Bombay, Calcutta, and Puducherry, the trade union
movement under communist leadership won major labour victories, securing rights, wages,
and dignity for workers.
HHER, S, Fawr 3R YAt o e Fal # ergfae Aqa o 2 gHee sicia 3
TieR] & T SRR, HoTge} SR T R Fe gU o o e &t

e The CPI decisively radicalised the agenda of the national struggle.
Hidtemg A wdia wad & Tois i Fuifas wu 3 39 s

e At atime when dominion status was being debated, the communists insisted on complete
independence.
o ST Red R 589 Id 6! ff, 99 Srgfe! 3 quf Tadsrdr R SR &

o They were among the earliest advocates of a Constituent Assembly.
d AT YT DT T & o3 gt J 31

e The party placed structural reforms at the centre of the freedom struggle.

g7l = HREITH® JURT B WaAal SUH & dg 8 3@

Dgfender of federalism
TYdlq Bl I&H

e The CPI was also a strong defender of federalism and secularism.
Hftans wuare ok effRuerar &1 te Hoed 8@ 38

e Today, as the CPI enters its second century, the task is clear: rebuild India on the foundations
of equality, secularism, and justice.

3T, ofel I3 0 gust It o 7wt I &1 §, Al HR W 7 quTar, yHRRgeEr iR
|/ $1 H1d R YR &1 gAFHTT|
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fersie TR a3 & ¥0 | el & 1Y e Hfaw

The urban future with cities as dynamic ecosystems
GS I: Society: Urbanization 3 vios

discourse, driving development,

policymaking, science, and technology.
Yet, amidst all the planning and progress, we
often overlook the most fundamental element:
the diverse people who inhabit these urban
spaces and make them home. The disconnect
between the cities we design, the cities we wish
to inhabit, and the cities we live in is the critical
missing link in our tale of interconnected
realities.

C ities stand at the epicentre of global

The invisible tax of exclusion

When individuals migrate, there is an unspoken
expectation of assimilation, often summarised as
“do what the Romans do”. Language emerges as
the primary, non-negotiable standard for
integration, necessary for communication and
alignment with the city’s linguistic identity. The
failure to meet this linguistic standard often
results in an invisible tax paid by “new residents”
and migrants from different linguistic zones.

This marginalisation reflects a systemic tension
between the vibrant, multi-lingual reality of
major metropolitan hubs and the emotional,
cultural and political expectations placed upon
those seeking a better life within them. The core
issue is about the validation of belonging within
the city that a resident calls home.

This “linguistic tax” translates directly into
economic disadvantage. Navigating a job search,
negotiating complex housing agreements, or
accessing essential government benefits or health
care becomes a bureaucratic maze when official
documents and primary communication
channels are monolingual.

This cultural and linguistic friction serves as an

Bhattacharya
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health systems, and
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Merely
designing better
infrastructure
will not deliver
the desired
outcome if the
human element
of belonging

is ignored

economic roadblock. It often channels migrants
into the informal economy, where exploitation is
higher and opportunities for formal social
mobility are curtailed. Ironically, the city, which
relies heavily on the labour, skills and taxes
contributed by these new residents, structurally
denies them full and equal access to the very
opportunities and services they were promised.
The failure to integrate them linguistically and
culturally is a self-inflicted wound that
undermines the long-term social and economic
resilience of the city itself.

The fundamental flaw in modern urban
planning is the assumption of a static,
homogenous user base. Urban infrastructure —
the actual blueprint of the designed city - is often
conceived for the established resident, rendering
the new resident invisible. We design ‘smart’
cities, but they are often only smart for those who
already speak the right language and possess the
right documents.

This invisibility is compounded by a lack of
culturally diverse governance. When local bodies
and planning committees fail to reflect on the
cosmopolitan reality of the metropolis,
homogeneous perspectives inevitably dominate
plans for profoundly heterogeneous spaces.
Planning for schools, transport hubs or public
parks often misses the mark when planners do
not recognise, or account for, the needs of recent,
diverse demographic shifts.

Designing cities ‘for all’

The urban future we wish to reimagine must be
layered. Simply designing better infrastructure
will not deliver the desired outcome if the human
element of belonging is ignored. Cities are not

The urban future with cities as dynamic ecosystems

Tfosiia uiRfRufa®) 93 & =u & 2g:d & 91y et ufaw

Cities and the Missing Link of Belonging

TR 3R 3UTed B UG HSI

o Cities stand at the epicentre of global discourse, driving development, policymaking,
science, and technology
eR Ay famef & Fg A 7 3R ferw, Afa fafon, fagm ik Meifredt & s sea @

e Yet, amidst all the planning and progress, we often overlook the most fundamental element
5% off, T o 3R T & o, B SRR Yad YaYd ocd &l ToRSAa HR od §

e The diverse people who inhabit these urban spaces and make them home
3 fafae <R St 377 et T ¥8d § 3R S ST TR 90 §

o The disconnect between the cities we design, the cities we wish to inhabit, and the cities we
live in is the critical missing link in our tale of interconnected realities

5 2Rl ! 59 f&wimg=

static blueprints; they are dynamic ecosystems.
We need to stop viewing them as spaces defined
by fixed, hard boundaries and start seeing them
as fluid entities with an infinite capacity to
expand, reconfigure and include.

To proactively bridge the cultural divide, city
planners must anticipate potential friction — the
clash between the ‘known’ and the ‘new’, the ‘us’
and the ‘them’. A small, targeted investment in
cultural sensitisation training for public-facing
staff could be the essential ingredient. This
training is not just about politeness; it is about
operational efficiency and upholding democratic
rights.

For any truly transformative change to
succeed, we must prepare for temporary
commotion on the path to greater development
and a better social outcome.

A city must be imagined, designed and
governed with all the inhabitants who call it
home: those who were born here, those who
have lived here for decades, and those who will
arrive tomorrow. We must design a city that is
dynamic enough to embrace future growth,
welcome diversity and encourage amalgamation
and regeneration.

The missing link

For an inclusive, sustainable, urban future, let us
commit to designing cities — not just for the
infrastructure they contain but for the people
that they are built to serve. The true missing link
in the tale of our interconnected realities is
empathy: the recognition that the comfort,
security and validated belonging of the lived
experience is the ultimate measure of successful
urban design.

Hd 8, o gH g argd &, 3R H gH IRdd A Tgd &, 379

o9 BT 3R TR} RER Y3 arafdwarsi &t HeM & Iad T8! Hat Bt HH &
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The invisible tax of exclusion

TRSHTOT T HGeT F

When individuals migrate, there is an unspoken expectation of assimilation, often
summarised as “do what the Romans do”

S AT Y X &, A7 399 T g FATANST T 3796T &7 Sy &, ford 37 “OQAa A @ ar
VAAT ST FIAY” Fgh THSTAT ST &

Language emerges as the primary, non-negotiable standard for integration, necessary for
communication and alignment with the city’s linguistic identity

ST Ueh Y fAeE 3R IINER AFF & &9 A 3IRAT &, 3 R 3T 28T T H9TE g &
SI81d & foIv 3maegeh &

The failure to meet this linguistic standard often results in an invisible tax paid by “new
residents” and migrants from different linguistic zones

$H HINTS AT ! QU o Y aTat 1 FeAfY # “are frardfy” 31k RAffieer smens a¥ai & 3w sare
T HGRT FT THA &
This marginalisation reflects a systemic tension between the vibrant, multi-lingual reality

of major metropolitan hubs and the emotional, cultural and political expectations placed
upon those seeking a better life

T FIRIATHIOT 53 HETAIRT hT TEHTE AR 3N SE Sl T Tefrer 3 T el oT A1y
T HTaTTeA, AiEgfas N Tareifas 3Tt & §ia & FaaIeas® a=a $f aeiar s

The core issue is about the validation of belonging within the city that a resident calls home
Hel FGET 3H A6 A HTeTed $T AIAT 1 § Tordl h1s TAATET 3791 &< gl &

This “linguistic tax” translates directly into economic disadvantage

g “HINTS FX” WY AR W T JHasT & T S g

Navigating a job search, negotiating complex housing agreements, or accessing essential

government benefits or health care becomes a bureaucratic maze when official
documents and primary communication channels are monolingual

S TR SETaST 3 TR ATETH THATSY 810 &, a9 Alhd @eT, Imar aasiar v
SIfeer ST, AT FXHRY o7 3R FARCLT AT Toh TE T Teh AHIATEN ST ST ST &

This cultural and linguistic friction serves as an economic roadblock
I AREpTa® N HTNTE THUT Teh ITFAF a0 & & A FH AT

It often channels migrants into the informal economy, where exploitation is higher and
opportunities for formal social mobility are curtailed

g YaTTaaT &Y 37Fa] A taarRer srfegaedr it 301 ¢ehel &ar &, STeT awor 31 glar § 3k
sttrafRe gmfos afdehear & s A o &

Ironically, the city, which relies heavily on the labour, skills and taxes contributed by these
new residents, structurally denies them full and equal access to the very opportunities and
services they were promised

Tasa g8 ¢ T foieT 4, Flerer 3 # I e IR AT §, 361 ¢ fanfaat i agr e
AT 3R qOT 9E T S A EAATCHT &Y A A AT §

The failure to integrate them linguistically and culturally is a self-inflicted wound that
undermines the long-term social and economic resilience of the city itself

3¢ AT9TS 3R ARHTAF T { T 7 X Tl U Fa-9Ra u1a &, S e 1 St
arafors 3 3w geerelierar I HHsR Har &

The fundamental flaw in modern urban planning is the assumption of a static,
homogenous user base

amegfores et farer 1 Het @l v R iR woeT 3uANTERar @9t aRoT ©

Urban infrastructure, the actual blueprint of the designed city, is often conceived for the
established resident, rendering the new resident invisible
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e THTELAT, I FBaTsaT fohT 91T Qe T areafas T, 3aa Tl [arfaa) & fow
TS STl &, o 1w foyamedt arqear gt ot &

We design ‘smart’ cities, but they are often only smart for those who already speak the right
language and possess the right documents

EH ‘THIE AFT F1Td &, olfched I UTIT: hdel 3gl oh TolT THC I g i HET ST Sierdt g 3R
Sreteh I WEt gt 81 &

This invisibility is compounded by a lack of culturally diverse governance

IE HGRAAT AEHias T ¥ RAfAer amder & 3r3ma F 3R Q@ omeh &

When local bodies and planning committees fail to reflect the cosmopolitan reality of the
metropolis, homogeneous perspectives inevitably dominate plans for profoundly
heterogeneous spaces

ST9 T foehrar 3R Frerelt AFATAAT HgTeoR T agarpias aredfasdr 1 yfafsfad el
AT, AT e O fafder vumel & fov vaww giteior gret g S

Planning for schools, transport hubs or public parks often misses the mark when planners
do not recognise, or account for, the needs of recent, diverse demographic shifts

fargaTet, aRaee el a1 ardafas et H A 3R T8 & T ST §, T ATAHR
giforar Rfaer SaaifeaHT eamal 1 SIAT T IgaTdl AT AR T A AFeT |/ &

Designing cities ‘for all’

Tsft F o ey Y W

The urban future we wish to reimagine must be layered
o 2redl s1farsy & 63 YoTdheTaT el A8 &, d6 T glell Mg T

Simply designing better infrastructure will not deliver the desired outcome if the human
element of belonging is ignored

Fad SeA HTHTT T3TTSeT FIEAT IATEIT IROMH AT 291 T ITeTea & AT ded Y
Cities are not static blueprints; they are dynamic ecosystems
reY PR Y A1 § afcs arfaeher aRfeafadfraa &

We need to stop viewing them as spaces defined by fixed, hard boundaries and start seeing
them as fluid entities with an infinite capacity to expand, reconfigure and include

& 3¢ FRR 3 FaR WAt & TReNT TUE & §9 7 @A §¢ HET 819 3K el
FHISAT & & H ¢@a1 gIaT 7ot FAFar, Gerdvasr 3R FaaereT 1 3l averar &

To proactively bridge the cultural divide, city planners must anticipate potential friction —
the clash between the ‘known’ and the ‘new’, the ‘us’ and the ‘them’

e T [AeTeter 1 ugel & ree & e, e Alstent st Henfac TaHa 1 3e]HT ST
TIRT — gRfA ik A, ‘g 3 P & &g 1 Fay

A small, targeted investment in cultural sensitisation training for public-facing staff could
be the essential ingredient

SIT-H9H H @ aTe FAANRAT & FIC Wiepfas Gagereliaar wfdraior 7 v sier Afe afad
fRder ve 3maeae dea & AhaT §

This training is not just about politeness; it is about operational efficiency and upholding
democratic rights

g UTAETUT ol fASEER o AT 78! & dfod FdTaIcAS gaTdT 3R AFaiias JfaaRT i
AT TG A ST &

For any truly transformative change to succeed, we must prepare for temporary
commotion on the path to greater development and a better social outcome
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oY 8Tt arEdiash IREATFRY aged T Theldr & foT, 3178w e 3R sgaT arefas
TR Fr T H YT 3ragsrar & folv IR @ gem

A city must be imagined, designed and governed with all the inhabitants who call it home
Teh AT F degaT, f3aseT 3R et 39 T3l et & eara & e glar afge st sa
HYAT B g &

Those who were born here, those who have lived here for decades, and those who will
arrive tomorrow

3 S Tl oA, T S g2l @ Fel T8 §, 31 St el 3mUar

We must design a city that is dynamic enough to embrace future growth, welcome
diversity and encourage amalgamation and regeneration

g T A f3aiTset st i it srfasar Y gefer &t 3raeTray, fafaerar &1 ¥amra e ik
TAFA T YeTotelel bl WcHIeed el & forw qiree arfevefter g

The missing link

srepafera w3

For an inclusive, sustainable, urban future, let us commit to designing cities — not just for
the infrastructure they contain but for the people that they are built to serve

T gATAR, Fad 3R et sfasy & v, g9 AR Al dhael 3 FTETAT & ToIT 78T Ifodh
3oT AN F FoIT 38T Xt T Thod o1 ATTRT TieTehT TaT & folv I §=11T STy &
The true missing link in the tale of our interconnected realities is empathy

FANY IREIR 3 Attt i FEr F aRafas sepafeyd 3 sEepfa ©

The recognition that the comfort, security and validated belonging of the lived experience
is the ultimate measure of successful urban design

Ig HI T o ST T 3T T HRTH, &I 3R AT ITTcd &1 Thel AT AT 1 3iferar
AIES
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Doping menace

India must make National Anti-Doping
Agency well-funded and independent

0 ne of the biggest impediments for India

in achieving the status of a global sports

power is strongly rooted in its dubious
distinction of being the table topper in dope pos-
itive cases for the third consecutive year. As the
country is set to host the 2029 World Police and
Fire Games and the 2030 Centenary Common-
wealth Games in Ahmedabad, the low-on-perfor-
mance and high-on-doping trend may prove de-
trimental to its aspirations of bidding for the
2036 Olympic Games. As in the 2024 figures by
the global watchdog, the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA), India logged 260 adverse analyt-
ical findings (AAFs) out of 7,113 tests, at 3.6%.
France (91) and Italy (85) were second and third
in terms of numbers. India, far behind China
(24,214), was seventh in terms of overall testing fi-
gures. Nevertheless, the National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) looks at the brighter side of the
picture, claiming that the higher positivity rate is
due to bigger testing numbers. In the post-CO-
VID-19 era, the AAFs and total number of samples
were 125 and 3,865 (at 3.2%), respectively, in
2022, and 213 and 5,606 (at 3.8%), respectively, in
2023.

NADA takes pride in stating that up to Decem-
ber 16 this year, it has carried out 7,068 tests with
fewer number of positive cases (110), at 1.5%. It
has adopted several measures, including aware-
ness drives and encouraging the use of ‘Know
Your Medicine’ app, to curb doping. There are
many instances of NADA officials pursuing ath-
letes and them trying to escape to avoid testing.
Such cat-and-mouse stories point a finger at the
sorry state of affairs and a deeper malaise within
the sports ecosystem that includes support staff,
who have been suspended for abetting doping.
Even as the Sports Ministry is addressing the con-
cern, it acknowledges that government jobs
through sports quota are a big lure for the ath-
letes to take shortcuts. It cannot be denied that
lucrative cash awards for big international me-
dals may also be prompting elite athletes to take
banned performance-enhancing drugs, despite
the risks of adverse effects on one’s health, over
the years. India has passed the National Anti-
Doping (Amendment) Bill, 2025, to add muscle to
its anti-doping efforts. Whether doping is trig-
gered by need or greed or ignorance, the coun-
try, under pressure from the International Olym-
pic Committee over the issue, should make NADA
a truly independent entity and provide more
funds to put up a stronger fight against this me-
nace, which has kept pace with modern scientific
developments.

qrdd TIE R U

Doping menace
[T T W1

India must make National Anti-Doping Agency well-
funded and independent

WRA B AP ST A goivt ) i & | fouiiva ok w@da
CEIES)THY

India and the Doping Challenge in Sports
YRd 3R Wl d Siftr &t

o One of the biggest impediments for India in achieving the
status of a global sports power is strongly rooted in its dubious
distinction of being the table topper in dope positive cases for the
third consecutive year

TR §4 D1 HRd D1 8 | Gy go! sl I Th
3T AR dHY oy iy witied arvel & i ww3ge
. As the country is set to host the 2029 World Police and Fire
Games and the 2030 Centenary Commonwealth Games in
Ahmedabad, the low-on-performance and high-on-doping trend
may prove detrimental to its aspirations of bidding for the 2036
Olympic Games

TTd GT 2029 TES YT US BRI T 3R 2030 AT APHSH
W, SEHGIAIG B! HolT! b (01T ddR &, 79 HH UG 3N HfUH
SIfUT 31 Ugfi 2036 Sef® Tl ot Ao Bt ITD! DS &
me@aﬁw—cﬂ%

As in the 2024 figures by the global watchdog, the World

Ant| -Doping Agency (WADA), India logged 260 adverse analytical
findings (AAFs) out of 7,113 tests, at 3.6%

IBUNBIRSRIIE G5 wsﬁﬁwqﬁ@ﬁ (WADA) & 2024 & 3iiPps!
& SR, URd H 7,113 Tdieon 7 ¥ 260 ufagpa fazevunars fepd
(AAF) UTT 7T, 511 3.6% ©

o France (91) and lItaly (85) were second and third in terms of
numbers

Q%mﬁﬁﬁwﬁsﬂwwm(gnmsh?s&ﬁ(ss)?ﬂﬁww

o India, far behind China (24,214), was seventh in terms of
overall testing figures

Hd U0 GBI S A T YR 94 (24,214) I B! D I8 §U

e Nevertheless, the National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) looks at the brighter side of the
picture, claiming that the higher positivity rate is due to bigger testlng numbers
TG GG TP ST AR T (NADA) 38 HbRTHD U H GWd U Hee ¢ b iferep
uiffefadt & 1 BRUT 3iftre Tfemor wem g

e |n the post-COVID-19 era, the AAFs and total number of samples were 125 and 3,865
(3.2%) respectively in 2022, and 213 and 5, 606 (3.8%) respectively in 2023

PIfIS-19 F 91¢ B R

2022 7 AAF 125 3R Fd T 3,865 (3.2%) 3, STafd 2023 T 213

AAF 3R 5,606 THH (3.8%) &1 [T Y

o NADA takes pride in stating that up to December 16 this year, it has carried out 7,068 tests
with fewer number of positive cases (110), at 1.5%
NADA = I8 §dTd gU 7Td oTar o 59 a9 16 feiar d& 39 7,068 W&o fovy, oM o
110 uiforfed ATH (1.5%) UTT T

e |t has adopted several measures, including awareness drives and encouraging the use of
‘Know Your Medicine’ app, to curb doping
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ST IR 3H T & U S TRREwdT SFUAT Afed ‘Know Your Medicine’ BT &
JUTNT P! FGIaT &7 O s HEH UL §

There are many instances of NADA officials pursuing athletes and them trying to escape to
avoid testing

U &5 AT FHA 3T § Sfd NADA SiRIeTRI fReaisdl o1 tiet o e 3R fearst usteror &
A P DI HId U ¢

Such cat-and-mouse stories point a finger at the sorry state of affairs and a deeper malaise
within the sports ecosystem that includes support staff, who have been suspended for
abetting doping

T faeeit-g 31 Serf-rl vo TRRIRS! 73 31 ga-ig fRufd ok 1o 188 Tl 31 ¢k
SRIRT FXclt &, Forerd Agrre werw i i g, e siftir & weah & foa fdfad fasar mar g
Even as the Sports Ministry is addressing the concern, it acknowledges that government
jobs through sports quota are a big lure for the athletes to take shortcuts

Tt WA HATA 39 fofdl Bl gR R B HIRRT IR 38T §, T8 I8 Ht a1 § [ @a dier &
T8d PR Nepfvar afsal & fw Aidee u=M &1 987 eyl g

It cannot be denied that lucrative cash awards for big international medals may also be
prompting elite athletes to take banned performance-enhancing drugs, despite the risks of
adverse effects on health over the years

Y SADR o1 b1 S Hehell b 91 SIRRIPTI Ugah! IR e dret STt g i
Qﬁﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬂwuﬁwum$@@n$wuﬁaﬁmuﬂ%
TaTE o1 & fw IR R @ 8

India has passed the National Anti-Doping (Amendment) Bill, 2025, to add muscle to its
anti-doping efforts

HRA 7 30U ST faRieht warel &1 Aerqet o & forg g Sifth A (i) fadass, 2025
BURGREI

Whether doping is triggered by need or greed or ignorance, the country, under pressure
from the International Olympic Committee, should make NADA a truly independent entity
and provide more funds to put up a stronger fight against this menace, which has kept pace
with modern scientific developments

T8 SIUT SRewd, dTerd I1 SIiTaT 3 URd g, Sy siieiftes affifa & qara & ¢u &l
NADA &1 qIId | Tadl TRIT ST diey SR e U= IUdsy BT ey, dlfh 39 @aY
¥ favg Aoy IoTs ol o T, S SYfTe e e & w1 Far A 9¢ W/ e
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A year of dissipating promises for Indian foreign policy

Uiy fadwr fifar & forg arel & foer &1 & adf

U.S. naval moves against Venezuela

Fyuen ¥ g smlked) RS sen
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A year of dissipating promises for Indian foreign policy
4GS Il: International Relaiions 4

he year 2025 began as one of

considerable promise for Indian

foreign policy. After 2024, a year that

was dominated by national elections
and political recalibration, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was expected to resume active
diplomacy, with a full calendar of bilateral visits
and multilateral engagements. Relations with the
United States were expected to be reset under the
second term of the Trump administration,
continuing from Donald Trump’s first term.
Long-running Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA)
negotiations with partners such as the United
States, the United Kingdom, Australia, New
Zealand and the European Union (EU) seemed
imminent, with commitments to complete them
by the end of the year.

Across the geopolitical divide, a new
engagement appeared to be taking shape with
China after years of a stand-off along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), especially after Mr. Modi’s
visit to China. Economic ties with Russia were
also at a high point: India’s il imports from
Russia had surged to $52 billion, with U.S. and EU
sanctions pressure having eased. Regionally, the
government attempted to repair frayed
relationships by reaching out to the Yunus
administration in Bangladesh with a visit, in
December 2024, by the Foreign Secretary, Vikram
Misri, sending External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar to Pakistan (October 2024), engaging
the Taliban leadership in Dubai (January 2025),
and preparing for regional visits from Nepal, Sri
Lanka, and others. Five years after the Balakot
strikes and the reorganisation of Jammu and
Kashmir, New Delhi was also projecting
confidence in its security posture and its
deterrent capacity for terrorism from Pakistan.

However, many of those expectations for 2025
dissipated by the end of the year. India’s foreign
policy planners found themselves wrestling with
profound challenges across four interconnected
domains: economic security, energy security,
global strategic stability and regional security.

Economic and energy security

Instead of resetting India-U.S. ties, 2025 proved to
be the most difficult year of this century. Actions
by the Trump administration on tariffs,
immigration and sanctions pushed trust levels
back by decades. Washington’s decision to levy a
steep 25% reciprocal tariff on Indian goods hit key
labour-intensive sectors such as apparel, gems
and jewellery, and seafood. This followed from
the Trump first term, where India’s Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) trade privileges were
withdrawn.

To compound matters, the U.S. introduced a
25% surcharge on Indian imports of Russian oil,
effectively making India the most heavily tariffed
trading partner. Even if a forthcoming BTA
softens the blow, the losses in contracts mean
that factory-line closures and the retrenchment of
workers remain. Immigration restrictions,
particularly on H-1B visas, further undermined
remittances, a key pillar of India’s foreign
exchange inflows. Of all the trade deals on the
anvil, India signed FTAs with the UK., Oman and
New Zealand. But the big prizes that leaders had
committed to signing in 2025, with the U.S. and
the EU, are still pending.

Ties with China and Russia remained tenuous
despite the iconic photo-moment of Mr.

New Delhi
confronts
challenges that

concern
economic and
energy security,
global strategic
stability,

and regional
security

Modi-President Xi-President Putin holding hands
at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
Summit (September 2025) and the Modi-Putin
bear hug on the tarmac of New Delhi airport
earlier this month. While India-China
flight-visa-pilgrimage links were restored, more
fundamental security guarantees for the LAC
were not. Neither have economic investment
regulations been removed. The hours-long
detention of an Indian air passenger from
Arunachal Pradesh at Shanghai (November 2025)
has raised new concerns.

After three years of resisting western pressure
over Russian Ural energy imports, New Delhi
appeared to bend, after a new wave of U.S.
sanctions. Whether India will be compelled to
zero out its Ural imports — similar to how it halted
Iranian and Venezuelan oil imports under U.S.
pressure in the past — remains uncertain, but the
choice carries economic and reputational costs.
The India-Russia summit, that ended without any
major agreements in strategic spheres such as
defence, energy, nuclear and space cooperation,
disappointed all the hype preceding it.

Global and regional security

A central challenge for Indian strategists in 2025
has been the rise in global unpredictability. In its
2017 National Security Strategy (NSS),
‘Washington identified China and Russia as
“revisionist powers” seeking to undermine U.S.
influence and global stability. In contrast, the
2025 NSS presents a softened, more ambiguous
stance — avoiding direct mentions of China’s
aggression in the South China Sea and toward
Taiwan, and treating Russia with more caution
than criticism. The 2017 NSS hailed India’s rise as
a “leading global power” and “major defense
partner”, but the 2025 version offers only a
limited articulation of India’s role, primarily in
the context of Indo-Pacific security and critical
minerals. Given the short shrift to traditional U.S.
allies in Europe and Asia, any deeper alignment
with Washington, as had earlier been envisaged,
seems risky now. Mr. Trump’s references to his
meeting with Xi Jinping as a potential “G2" only
intensify concerns about India’s position in the
Asian power balance.

At the same time, global acceptance of the
Gaza and Ukraine peace proposals — both of
which critics argue favour the aggressors —
signals a weakening of the international
rules-based order. China’s rollout of a framework
for “Global Governance” reflects its ambition to
shape an alternative international architecture.
For India, this requires serious thought about its
own vision for a future global order, especially as
the UN’s failures at controlling conflict grow.

India’s immediate neighbourhood, which
initially appeared stable in early 2025, became
more volatile as the year progressed. The terror
attack in Pahalgam (April) was a grim reminder
that even with the security crackdown in Jammu
and Kashmir and past cross-border operations in
2016 and 2019, threats remain embedded. That
terrorists came hundreds of kilometres inside the
Valley to carry out the killings and escaped
should merit serious introspection. India’s
retaliatory Operation Sindoor was militarily
effective, but New Delhi’s diplomatic campaign
following the strike encountered setbacks. While
countries condemned the terror attack, few
openly supported India’s cross-border response.

Persistent questions — particularly regarding
speculation about the loss of Indian jets —
damaged India’s credibility, as the government
neither confirmed nor denied the reports.

Complicating matters were claims that other
countries supported Pakistan’s military actions.
While India set aside concerns over China’s role
in Pakistan Air Force strikes, ties with Tiirkiye
and Azerbaijan have nose-dived. The
announcement of a Saudi-Pakistan mutual
defence pact was an additional blow to India’s
regional calculus.

Mr. Modi’s declaration of a “new normal” after
the Pahalgam attack led to international worries
over rapid escalation of the next conflict in South
Asia. India’s restrained handling of the Delhi
blasts conspiracy (November 2025) eased some of
those worries, but the broader issue remains:
how will New Delhi respond to the next major
attack, especially with Pakistan’s political
landscape increasingly shaped by the
ultra-hawkish Field Marshal Asim Munir?

The 2024 regime-change protests in
Bangladesh and the 2025 Gen-Z demonstrations
in Nepal have created fragile transitional
governments, reducing predictability in India’s
periphery. With elections in both countries
scheduled for early 2026, New Delhi must
prepare to engage with new leadership that is not
necessarily positively disposed to it. With
Bangladesh in particular, the end of the year has
seen relations at their lowest ebb yet. The
elections in Myanmar, on December 28, will be
held on the Junta’s terms, despite New Delhi’s
best attempts at fostering talks with the deposed
NUG members and to ask for the more humane
treatment of Aung San Suu Kyi.

Lessons for 2026
Several lessons from 2025 stand out clearly. India
must recognise the limits of performative
diplomacy — warm embraces, highly publicised
summits and symbolic gestures such as awards
and leaders driving together in the same car do
not necessarily translate into tangible gains.
Performative aggression — threats to isolate or
boycott countries only mean something if other
countries join in. The government was sensible in
shifting its projection of India as “Vishwaguru™
(global teacher) during the G-20 year in 2023 to
“Vishwamitra” (global friend). But it must now
avoid slipping into the narrative of a
“Vishwa-victim”, blaming all others — American
sanctions, Chinese manoeuvring, Pakistan’s
machinations, or the “ingratitude” of
neighbouring states — for its disappointments.
New Delhi must stop being blind to its own
double standards too — concerns over the
Iynching of a minority member in Bangladesh
can only ring true only if the Modi government is
prepared to condemn and stop similar attacks on
minorities in India. The same is true for concerns +
about democracy and inclusive elections in the
neighbourhood. If rising Islamism in the region is
an issue, then how does the government
sanguinely sup with the Taliban? In 2026, with a
world turning increasingly transactional, India
can only bring up principles if it follows them
consistently, regardless of whether they pertain
to ties with geopolitical powers, or its own
neighbours.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

A year of dissipating promises for Indian foreign policy

Uity fad=r =fifa & forg arel & o &1 v ad

India’s Foreign Policy in 2025

2025 ® URd ! fadzr ifa

e The year 2025 began as one of considerable promise for Indian foreign policy
Iy 2025 FI Y3MTd HRAH fagzr Hifa & o w1t Iwital & a1 g

o After 2024, a year that was dominated by national elections and political recalibration,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was expected to resume active diplomacy, with a full

calendar of bilateral visits and multilateral engagements

2024 & 91, S
e o

 gHIfad a1, guHAT g Jid
ﬂmwﬁﬁﬁnﬁwwﬁﬁ&rﬁ&mﬂ fore fuefta ammd sik sguelia ggurfand
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¢ Relations with the United States were expected to be reset under the second term of the
Trump administration, continuing from Donald Trump’s first term
I X150 AARPT F T Tt & e 21 3 Iuhe N, TU TR g wriepTe §, S
SHTeS 3U & Ugd BrddTd I 311 dadl

e Long-running Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) negotiations with partners such as the
United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and the European Union
(EU) seemed imminent, with commitments to complete them by the end of the year
vl aTuR TuEa (BTA) ) A SR, fiee, SRR, Teids ok g §g
(EU) S SRIERT 3 U1 9 38 S1id o a¥ 3 i a1 e A Ueell R & 3@ o

e Across the geopolitical divide, a new engagement appeared to be taking shape with China
after years of a stand-off along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), especially after Mr. Modi’s
visit to China
qredfae fAE0r 3@ (LAC) R a8 & TfoRiY & &1, T4 & 1Y 7T Ydlg & Jobd 7,
faRiveR werTeE widt &t Ji9 a9 & 91

e Economic ties with Russia were also at a high point as India’s oil imports from Russia
surged to $52 billion, with U.S. and EU sanctions pressure having eased
& Y I ey off IoF TR W Y, Fifs ¥7 & HRA T aat 3maTd $52 faferas oo
Ugd T T 3R SAR®T 9 EU & Ufdadel &1 gard $& $HH gl o

e Regionally, the government attempted to repair frayed relationships by reaching out to the
Yunus administration in Bangladesh with a visit in December 2024 by the Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri, sending External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to Pakistan
(October 2024), engaging the Taliban leadership in Dubai (January 2025), and preparing
for regional visits from Nepal, Sri Lanka, and others
& TR IR WBHR A Fieesr # TO9 U § YU iy gu fewar 2024 & fadzr afa
fapu e} &t o 1S, Sragar 2024 § fadwr vt vy, SRR &t urfrwar Yo, a3t
%Sﬁ@%ﬁmﬁaﬁﬁwﬁwﬁmaﬁ?m et Tfgd 3= =0T & Jreff ol

o Five years after the Balakot strikes and the reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir, New
Delhi was projecting confidence in its security posture and deterrent capacity for terrorism
from Pakistan .
m@awﬁmmﬁv%gh%uﬁaﬁm, 7% el uferea @ 81 arat
3Idralg & [a%g Ul & RUfa 3R ufeRies &raar o do safayr fawr w6t ot

e However, many of those expectations for 2025 dissipated by the end of the year
BTelifes, 2025 F I a1 A B3 Smlemt o ¥ i dob THTE It fa

e India’s foreign policy planners found themselves wrestling with profound challenges across
four interconnected domains namely economic security, energy security, global
strategic stability, and regional security
W%ﬁ%m:ﬁ%ﬁﬁwwﬁmw@aﬁﬁmﬁmﬁgmm [EEE
e R, et JRe, Ay Iurifae fRRET 3R &=t qRam i

Economic and Energy Security

e 3R Sl e
e Instead of resetting India-U.S. ties, 2025 proved to be the most difficult year of this
century

YRA-3AR®T Haef & TT g1 & S0y, 2025 39 941 &1 Ga9 Hie a9 R gafl

e Actions by the Trump administration on tariffs, immigration, and sanctions pushed trust
levels back by decades

gmmaa%&w,maﬁ?uﬁéﬁﬁqé%ﬁ%m&mﬁmﬁ%m

e Washington’s decision to levy a steep 25% reciprocal tariff on Indian goods hit key labour-
intensive sectors such as apparel, gems and jewellery, and seafood

IR GRT YR awg3if TR 25% wfa=nedt T ufRuT, I T SMyuT 3R
ﬂgﬁ@@é@ﬂ-ﬂﬂ%ﬁmww
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This followed from Trump’s first term, where India’s Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) trade privileges were withdrawn

I €U & Ugd BIAPTd &) FRavdl f, 6 YRd & GSP IR ATY 9109 o feg w &

To compound matters, the U.S. introduced a 25% surcharge on Indian imports of Russian
oil, effectively making India the most heavily tariffed trading partner

@ﬁﬁﬁvaﬁamﬁaaﬁ&mﬁﬁ%ﬁr%mmwzs% SFRIUTR A,
R YRa e Siftre v gam aren saruiies AR &5 T

Even if a forthcoming BTA softens the blow, the losses in contracts mean that factory-line
closures and retrenchment of workers remain

Y™ BT BIs BTA 3R & $3 HH Hl I T, 79 1t B b THAM & HRU SRE BI !
3R Yf¥repl Pt Beit BT MRIBT o Bl &

Immigration restrictions, particularly on H-1B visas, further undermined remittances, a key
pillar of India’s foreign exchange inflows

fIAYHR H-1B FieiT WR e ufaae 3 yareft 3y &1 3R HHGIR fhar, s URd & faesh
ST YaT8 &1 36H WY §
Of all the trade deals on the anvil, India signed FTAs with the U.K., Oman, and New Zealand

&mmﬁaﬁwmﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%—r, S 3R Yoitds & 1Y FTA TR EXER

But the big prizes that leaders had committed to signing in 2025, with the U.S. and the EU,
are still pending

Af 2025 T SARST 3R EU & T 5 9 IHHdl &1 argl fasan a1 o1, 3 o off difea &
Ties with China and Russia remained tenuous despite the iconic photo-moment of Mr.
Modi, President Xi, and President Putin holding hands at the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation Summit (September 2025) and the Modi—Putin bear hug on the tarmac of
New Delhi airport earlier this month

A 3R T & U oY FHAR &9 7, Y &) 4TS WganT W13+ RRaw gwied (Ridew
2025) § AA-2R-gfe 1 udirere TR AR ar & & 78 et gars 3} R Ad-gfam
STFRT g ! fiyem

While India—-China flight, visa and pilgrimage links were restored, more fundamental
security guarantees for the LAC were not

BTails HIRa—d ST, Ao 3R dfifarsn Jde 987a gU, afd LAC & forw gfand) Tre
TRE &7 foredt

Neither have economic investment regulations been removed

7 8 enfdfe ezt @ 3 ufesurers fAraw gem

The hours-long detention of an Indian air passenger from Arunachal Pradesh at
Shanghai (November 2025) has raised new concerns

A9eY 2025 T IETS T UM W= & TP URAIT AT & bl fgxd H 7@ &1 ge1 - 5
frrareif & 5= feam

After three years of resisting western pressure over Russian Ural energy imports, New
Delhi appeared to bend, after a new wave of U.S. sanctions

T Ul do Tt gRTE Soil ST BT A Ul gara H1 okl I & aG, SRSt
Afereel 1 73 WeR o U 18 feeet gopail g3 fawrs df

Whether India will be compelled to zero out its Ural imports — similar to how it halted
Iranian and Venezuelan oil imports under U.S. pressure in the past — remains uncertain,
but the choice carries economic and reputational costs

FT YR B 30 GRTA ST YT HRA & 178 HofeR a1 ST, S IeH 3rciid & srafyat
mﬁmaﬁ?aﬁwwmﬁ%a a%'erﬁf%m% b Tg fabey anfifes 3k
WITSRT AN AR 3TaT 8

The India—Russia summit, that ended without any major agreements in strategic spheres
such as defence, energy, nuclear and space cooperation, disappointed all the hype
preceding it

YRA-FY RIER TR 577 T8, SHeif, IRAT] iR iaf¥er gt S orifass &t # farht
IS g & JHT g1, Forasl I ugd i uRt Iuie ge e
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Global and Regional Security

3w ik & gram

A central challenge for Indian strategists in 2025 has been the rise in global
unpredictability

2025 § HRAH YOFHAaRI & forg o9t o€t g afYyes siffdraan & afe &

In its 2017 National Security Strategy (NSS), Washington identified China and Russia as
“revisionist powers” seeking to undermine U.S. influence and global stability

3T+ 2017 Tt AT FR&T UM (NSS) H IRATE 7 94 3R &9 3 “HAYardt
il S o, of 3Afest wura Sk afye fRRGT B HHIR BT T 8

In contrast, the 2025 NSS presents a softened, more ambiguous stance, avoiding direct
mentions of China’s aggression in the South China Sea and toward Taiwan, and treating
Russia with more caution than criticism

9% fAuRId, 2025 NSS T RH 3R HfF 3ROy $@ UK &, o ad gféror 99 IR iR
ATZAT & Ul T B STHTAB AT BT W I ol & IR T & Ul AT & P

AU e g 7

The 2017 NSS hailed India’s rise as a “leading global power” and “major defense
partner”, but the 2025 version offers only a limited articulation of India’s role, primarily in
the context of Indo-Pacific security and critical minerals

2017 NSS = YRd & 3¢9 &I “HHE P Afda” 3R “Hg@yul Y& ATHER” & =0 T WIeT
T, A 2025 TEHROT H YR B! YA HT FHad Wifda quiq €, 98 ff Tora: ge1-tfufrs
TR&M IR Hgayul @i & Ha §

Given the short shrift to traditional U.S. allies in Europe and Asia, any deeper alignment
with Washington, as earlier envisaged, seems risky now

R 3R TR # uRuRe smfve! Jgaifil & 8 Hed At 9 & SHRUT, aiiRiTed & 1Y
TEY TWU B UG B HedHT e SHAHYUl it 3

Mr. Trump’s references to his meeting with Xi Jinping as a potential “G-2” only intensify
concerns about India’s position in the Asian power balance

= fomfti & Ty st do H TUIfdd “G-27 9aF A ¢u & g uikrang wfed dqe o
YR @ fRIfA &1 do Riansit a1 $iR T61d §

At the same time, global acceptance of the Gaza and Ukraine peace proposals — which
critics argue favour the aggressors — signals a weakening of the international rules-
based order

1Y B, T SR Geb ife yral H1 afyes Wieerdar e, O sidras smepineit & e
# A &, Fr-enuria ST Saaw1 & HHGR H $T Tobd odl §

China’s rollout of a framework for “Global Governance” reflects its ambition to shape an
alternative international architecture

“3fYP A & T T gR1 20 B LI ISP AP eUD AR AT TG B
TR@Tmie B - 7

For India, this requires serious thought about its own vision for a future global order,
especially as the UN’s failures at controlling conflict grow

YR & (00 I8 319 B 911 ¢ fob a5 Hidsy ot Yy sqaw & fow oo wd ot 2@ )
TRAT A faaR R, faiveR o Had fraror & wged Iy 31 fawaan 9g @@

India’s immediate neighbourhood, which initially appeared stable in early 2025, became
more volatile as the year progressed

2025 &1 BT H Ol YRA &1 TSR &7 RRR fa9 @7 U1, a8 99 96 & A1y 31 SifRUR Bl
T

The terror attack in Pahalgam (April) was a grim reminder that even with the security
crackdown in Jammu and Kashmir and past cross-border operations in 2016 and 2019,
threats remain embedded

U | SATdwaTd! gHaT (3M8d) 39 a1 &1 Hed! a1e fearar § fb Try-wiR & grem
PRATS 3R 2016 T 2019 H! HHUR HRATZA! & Frasc War 3 i 77 U g

That terrorists came hundreds of kilometres inside the Valley, carried out the killings and
escaped, should merit serious introspection
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gg Y b fdepard] Apst fparHiex Wik arét 7 oy, g 1 3R HiT fed, iR
THTY &1 T I §

India’s retaliatory Operation Sindoor was militarily effective, but New Delhi’s diplomatic
campaign following the strike encountered setbacks

YR &I UfneTeTe SATaRH RigR 30 0 I gUTdl 8T, At 39 91¢ % faeeht &1
Pe-ifae A srwaarsi d R

While countries condemned the terror attack, few openly supported India’s cross-border
response _ ) ]

gl SR 7 Tt gHA DI foaT 31, AT g0 HH 7 YRA B IR HRATS BT FABI
U fasan

Persistent questions, particularly regarding speculation about the loss of Indian jets,
damaged India’s credibility, as the government neither confirmed nor denied the reports

faRIY 0§ YR fFHT & JHH DI DR = @1 3cehall A s AR JdTdil 5 HRd Pt
fayaaar &1 JHar ugar, Fife WHR 2 7 af Ruie! ot gfy & 3R 7 8 Ts
Complicating matters were claims that other countries supported Pakistan’s military
actions

U PI 3R S T U T <10 A 31T b 3= =M = UIfpearT &t A= HRarsal o1
guf foar

While India set aside concerns over China’s role in Pakistan Air Force strikes, ties with
Tirkiye and Azerbaijan have nose-dived

BTals YR = ITfeRar=1t arga=T gHa 3 T B YRIST B ddr RKiarstt o sra v, dfdd
JHA 3R SFRAE & 1Y Tay deft / R ME

The announcement of a Saudi—Pakistan mutual defence pact was an additional blow to
India’s regional calculus

YRS &1 JHSNA S OIV0T HIRd Pt &g Iurifa & o ue sk
ELCIRCRIGE]

Mr. Modi’s declaration of a “new normal” after the Pahalgam attack led to intemational
worries over rapid escalation of the next South Asian conflict

YEEITH BHA & §1g A gRT 9ifvd =g At 3 3rTe gféror ufkmars wad & aeft @ aga &t
AP SfRRIFT feremtd Ty i

India’s restrained handling of the Delhi blasts conspiracy (November 2025) eased some
of those worries

TdaR 2025 A fRwelt fawwie Tiferr & AR URd & Wafid 338 A 37 Riast & o &g ab
oA foba

But the broader issue remains how will New Delhi respond to the next major attack,
especially with Pakistan’s political landscape increasingly shaped by the ultra-hawkish
Field Marshal Asim Munir

AT ST YaTet a1 34T B b 3Tat 9 gHa R 8 faweht o2 ufaforan <, @rya o
T 3t e R Sifa-3msprie wies umfa sRity -k &1 Uua 96 @18

The 2024 regime-change protests in Bangladesh and the 2025 Gen-Z demonstrations in
Nepal have created fragile transitional governments, reducing predictability in India’s
periphery

IS A 2024 F FT UG faRIY 3R AUTe | 2025 F Gen-Z WS 7 FHAR
HHHUIBTA TRBTR TS 5, FoRs YRd & Ts § Sififdaen s¢l @

With elections scheduled for early 2026 in both countries, New Delhi must prepare to
engage with new leadership not necessarily positively disposed to it

21 o2 H 2026 F YFAT T 8 AT IAET B HRAGK, #ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
TR A Gl O AR TR fob 3Hb Ui ABRIHD ol

With Bangladesh in particular, the end of the year has seen relations at their lowest ebb

yet
ARy U & Fiveresr & Ay, ¢ & 3fd d Heitl 3 FIH et TR W ugd 1

The elections in Myanmar, on December 28, will be held on the Junta’s terms, despite
New Delhi’s best attempts at fostering talks with the deposed NUG members and asking for
more humane treatment of Aung San Suu Kyi

iR # 28 R B €11 a1l I1a e B 2rdl R € 81, Sravie 39 (o 718 et A
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USRI NUG Tl § Fadid dg SR i |4 ot & 1Y 31 Ardta saaeR &t odid
P B G DI DI

Lessons for 2026
2026 & for@ ga®

Lessons from 2025 stand out clearly

2025 Y $3 He@yul Jab WY F7 J T 31 §

India must recognise the limits of performative diplomacy — warm embraces, highly
publicised summits and symbolic gestures such as awards and leaders driving together in
the same car do not necessarily translate into tangible gains

URT B USRI Pe-iitd & GHISM B JHSHT A1 — THNRIT W 3™, Sreafire wania
RRa gre 3R R 1 Ad187 &1 U6 81 SR H 1Y Ia-T S UelidbIeTd M S0 319
amH H gRafdd 781 8id

Performative aggression — threats to isolate or boycott countries only mean something if
other countries join in

TSR STHTAHAT — BT G BT STRT-UTHT B3 I1 SeWHR Bi gl axft 7em & §
EER R SR K K

The govemment was sensible in shifting its projection of India as “Vishwaguru” during the
G-20 year in 2023 to “Vishwamitra”

WHR 72023 & G-20 4 T YR H! “fIYTF” & U T TRgd I+ & soid “fayfie o1 sfa

TR JHER] fears

But it must now avoid slipping into the narrative of a “Vishwa-victim”, blaming American
sanctions, Chinese manoeuvring, Pakistan’s machinations, or the “ingratitude” of
neighbouring states for its disappointments ]

A 31d I “fay-fifga &t wer & fhaem T ga-1 T1fgy, Sl sawhaarst o fou smfvst
ufasey, = e, wiewar & Irforn a1 uSRh 1 #1 “Havar i a far ST g

New Delhi must stop being blind to its own double standards too

3 feeeht o1 3rum & gy "rAdst & ufa siem 3 off §ig s g

Concerns over the lynching of a minority member in Bangladesh can ring true only if the
Modi government is prepared to condemn and stop similar attacks on minorities in India

givare | fredt sreuriere @it fRiftim W ffar auft fayaeia gt 919 A1 R wRa &
IFIRP] TR B a1l TR & gHell ot FHaT B3 3R 3% A & faw FaR gl

The same is true for concems about democracy and inclusive elections in the
neighbourhood

g?gﬁ@?ﬁé?ﬁﬁm 3R FHTARM AT Pl AR Tad B S arelt fefarsft oR of An

If rising Islamism in the region is an issue, then how does the government sanguinely sup
with the Taliban

Ife &9 H S¢dl IXATHAIG U THWT 8, I fhR IRBR diferard & 1Y Jgoidl I Harg 4
I el §

In 2026, with a world tuming increasingly transactional, India can only bring up principles if
it follows them consistently

2026 H, 57§ g doil & A9-3 muTRd 81 3@ 8, YR it Ryegial &1 a1d IR Tohal § 519
I8 I8 FARaRar 9§ 3uAg

This must apply regardless of whether they pertain to ties with geopolitical powers or with its
own neighbours

Ig Rigid are YITeriifae Afdaal & IR daell I J1 81 31 30 &) gsiml 9, g Rufa &
U U ¥ A gH1 AT
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U.S. naval moves against Venezuela

Which tankers did the US. target near \cnczucla' "0\\ does the US. use financial systems to enforce sanctions? What role do insurance and classification

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:
S. President Donald Trump has
announced a “total and
complete blockade of all
sanctioned oil tankers going
into and out of Venezuela.”

‘What were the three merchant ships
that faced action?

During the week of December 8, the U.S.
seized the oil tanker “Skipper” off the
coast of Venezuela, carrying nearly two
million barrels of crude oil. The U.S.
government has indicated it shipped oil at
subsidised rates to Cuba, which has been
helping the government of Venezuelan
President Nicolds Maduro.

Last weekend, the U.S. Coast Guard
stopped and boarded Centuries, a
Panamanian-flagged tanker carrying
Venezuelan oil. The Venezuelan Navy had
escorted the ship to the limit of
Venezuela's Exclusive Economic Zone,
after which the U.S. Coast Guard stopped
it.

During the same day, the Coast Guard
attempted to intercept Bella 1, a tanker
enroute to pick up crude oil in Venezuela.
The U.S. had previously sanctioned the
ship for trading Iranian oil.

What are U.S. sanctions?

As a global body, the United Nations can
impose international sanctions that are
binding and legally enforceable. These
can be military, economic, or a
combination of both.

On the other hand, U.S. sanctions can
be said to be a type of unilateral,
inexpensive economic warfare to achieve
foreign policy objectives. Physical
enforcement of sanctions is costly and
often not effective. A physical blockade of
ports and ships after the First Gulf War
under the Oil for Food Programme for
Iraq cost billions of dollars and did not
deter Saddam Hussein from trading oil
outside the framework.

Since the Second Gulf War, however,
the U.S. has sought to use its leverage in
the global financial system to enforce
sanctions. The U.S. has direct leverage
over the dollar, which is the currency of
practically all global financial transactions
and certainly all oil. The petrodollar is a
tool the U.S. wields to enforce its writ.

The U.S. has direct control over its
companies and prohibits them from
doing business with nations it has
sanctioned. Banks and companies
headquartered outside the U.S. also
comply with these sanctions to continue
using the global financial system, which
has the U.S. as the hub, and do business
in the large U.S. market.

Non-U.S. banks such as HSBC were, for
instance, wary of re-entering Iran even
after the Barack Obama administration
asked them to do so following the nuclear
deal. Companies that had cut ties with
Iran were fearful since U.S. companies
were still forbidden from doing business
with Iran.

In 2014, BNP Paribas agreed to pay $9
billion in fines for sanctions violations. To
curb North Korea's nuclear build-up and
other activities, the U.S. threatened to
keep a small bank in Macau, Banco Delta
Asia, through which North Korea was
doing business, out of the U.S. system.
This was enough to make the bank pull
back, which had its intended effect.

Many global financial transactions that
do not involve the U.S. still need to be
routed through American intermediaries

of the primary entities. This gives the U.S.
government leverage over those
transactions and it can block them.

‘What other shipping sanctions does
the U.S. have in place?

Although ship owning, shipbuilding,
repair, and operations are spread across
various countries, insurance remains in
the hands of Western nations, especially
the U.K. Shipping is a high-risk business
and insurance coverage of ships is an
absolute requirement for importers,
exporters, and ports.

Reputed insurance companies with
deep pockets provide cover once the ship
is certified as safe and seaworthy by a few
well-known classification societies, which
are lyplcally members of the

of Cl
Societies (IACS). India’s Indian chu(er of
Shipping is a member of the IAC:

Once the U.S. slaps sanmons.
classification societies withdraw their
certification and major insurers withdraw
their cover. Following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, Russian ships were held up in
the nosphoms because the pmrecuon

At sea: A satellite image shows the Skipper seized by the U.S. REUTERS

choose to withdraw registration for fear of
angering the U.S. Such ships or those that
have lost their flag registration can be
boarded by navies, as per international
law, called the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea.

Are U.S. sanctions effective in
shipping?

The U.S. has sanctioned companies
involved in the trade of Iranian or Russian
oil. But Iran is an energy giant and has
been able to find alternatives despite
losing the cover of big insurers and
certification. Russia, too, has been
successful to a certain extent in bypassing
sanctions that sought to cap the price of
Russian oil. The U.S. agency that
investigates using its own intelligence
service and sanctions individuals and
companies that are acting against U.S.
foreign policy interests is the Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the
Treasury Department. It periodically puts
out lists of sanctioned individuals and
companies.

ln June 2024, OFAC sanctioned Bella I
for allegedly carrying cargo for a

and i y (P&I) club ¢ that
cover liabilities for loss of life and
environmental damage withdrew their
cover. The ships were too risky to handle
for Turkiye. The Black Sea is the most
important shipping route for Russian
ships in the West.

Following sanctions on ships and
shipping companies, some nations that
allow ships to register with them may

d company. At that time,
the U.S. termed it Panama-registered, but
shipping databases now say its flag or
nationality is unknown. Ships can be
boarded by warships for not flying their
flag of registration, on suspicion of piracy,
indulging in the slave trade, and so on.
After evading the U.S. Coast Guard, Bella
has apparently given out distress signals.
Centuries’ registered owner is in Hong

Iual & favg smie Mife seu

U.S. President Donald Trump has announced a “total and complete blockade of all
sanctioned oil tankers going into and out of Venezuela”

SR IPUfd ST ¢u

vrq;ﬁﬂm?ﬁ”?ﬁaﬁwa%%

What were the three merchant ships that faced action

3 i = ST FiF | & 9 W) $Rars g3
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Kong. Centuries was once certified by the
American Bureau of Shipping, a big
classification society and member of the
IACS. In July of this year, the relatively
smaller Overseas Marine Classification
Society, which is not a member of the
IACS and has a presence in China and
some of the flags of convenience, stepped
in to give certification. Centuries is now
not listed as having the P&I cover
provided by big insurers. Originally
Greek-owned, Centuries had called on U.S.
ports initially under another name, but
after a change of hands has been calling
on ports in the Middle America, Africa,
China and so on.

Skipper was once owned by the
Japanese NYK and later by a Greek
company. It changed hands in 2019 to the
present owner, which is headquartered in
Nigeria. Shipping databases show that it
had been classified by IACS members, but
the last such certification was withdrawn
in 2022. U.S. authorities said it flew the
flag of Guyana falsely, which could make
it legal for them to detain the vessel as per
international law.

The above three ships are examples of
what Western nations have dubbed the
shadow fleet. They also show how
countries such as Russia, Iran, Venezuela,
and likely China have been collaborating
to break the hold that the U.S. has on
global finance and merchant shipping.
That the U.S. government had to order a
physical blockade in Venezuela would
seem to indicate that they have been able
to succeed to an extent.

THE GIST

v

The U.S. seized or intercepted
three Venezuelan oil tankers —
Skipper, Centuries, and Bella 1
— for carrying crude or trading
‘with sanctioned entities.

v

Skipper was shipping oil to
Cuba at subsidised rates,
aiding the Maduro
government; Centuries was.
stopped after a Venezuelan
Navy escort; Bella 1 had been
previously sanctioned for
trading Iranian oil.

v

These ships are examples of
the shadow fleet, showing how
countries like Venezuela
bypass sanctions, prompting
the U.S. to order a physical
blockade.

A “3AgEeN H SMA-oH aret wt ufeaRia de Soel 31 quf ofiw
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e During the week of December 8, the U.S. seized the oil tanker “Skipper” off the coast of
Venezuela, carrying nearly two million barrels of crude oil
8 feRieR F e & R SART 7 YU & de & U “fRpuR” da EHR oI ofed b, S
T 20 TG SR =T 9 o off 8T AT

e The U.S. govemment has indicated it shipped oil at subsidised rates to Cuba, which has
been helping the government of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro

AR WHR 7 Y foar for 78 A wgat o) St g W AT a7 o1, St aguan &
Ay Ufa FrepIeRT ATgRY B WPHR &1 Age B @18

e Last weekend, the U.S. Coast Guard stopped and boarded “Centuries”, a Panamanian-
flagged tanker carrying Venezuelan oil
fed Twreia SMR®! deverd 9a 7 “AgHW” 1S U-THTS a9 aTd ¢ & DT 3R 39
IR FGTs I, Sl -gUAT BT dd o Sff XgT AT

¢ The Venezuelan Navy had escorted the ship to the limit of Venezuela’s Exclusive
Economic Zone

FAGEAT B AT A BT DI dAquen & faRiy enfie &= & Fo d& ugarn a1

e After which the U.S. Coast Guard stopped it
Y% d1e NS dee® 9 4 I A fordn

e During the same day, the Coast Guard attempted to intercept “Bella 1”, a tanker enroute to
pick up crude oil in Venezuela
It foT qexeids 9 7 “qdT 17 AHD CHR B A BI HIRAY Y, S dQEaT | Feam ad o
CIRG R

e The U.S. had previously sanctioned the ship for trading Iranian oil

AR 3 Ugd &) 39 TeTe W S de P ATIR & HRUT Gl mam AT

What are U.S. sanctions

sfvet ufoey wm &

e As aglobal body, the United Nations can impose international sanctions that are binding
and legally enforceable

T Ife Mo & ¥U & HYad Y UY RIS Uiaes O Il § Sl STHaRY 3%
mﬁw@rf«m@ﬁ% -

e These can be military, economic, or a combination of both
3 =, 3, 1 G T ST 81 9hd §

¢ On the other hand, U.S. sanctions can be said to be a type of unilateral, inexpensive
economic warfare to achieve forelgn policy objectlves

TR 3R vt ufaaer o) fadwr fifa Sexal @ giia A & forw waruefta ik &0 arra
a1 3ffe geg & U T W1 S qHhT §

¢ Physical enforcement of sanctions is costly and often not effective
yfdsel @1 Wfae yad= 7 i1 ¢ SR SRR WHIA =181 Bl

o A physical blockade of ports and ships after the First Gulf War under the Oil for Food
Programme for Iraq cost billions of dollars
Ugd WISt Y5 F a1C ZUP & FAY 3iTad BR s WU & ded Sa7Me] 3R SIgrl Pi
Wfaw Arhad! W R4l STeR Wd gu

¢ And did not deter Saddam Hussein from trading oil outside the framework
3R ST WEM a9 $I 2fd & dEX dd HTUR T F 81 APT ST BT

¢ Since the Second Gulf War, however, the U.S. has sought to use its leverage in the global
financial system to enforce sanctions
AP g WIS g & a1e T 3@RHT A ufdey AR A & fore afyyes faxfra yomedt & srot
TPHg BT YA A1 Y= fobar

e The U.S. has direct leverage over the dollar, which is the currency of practically all global
financial transactions and certainly all oil
3T BT STeR WR Yt oo 8, i @ Wit affe faxftg a8 sk Rfda o @
Tt 991 IR H g

e The petrodollar is a tool the U.S. wields to enforce its writ

UeISioR a8 SUSUI § e ATerd § SRt ST ST AR T 3

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page25



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

e The U.S. has direct control over its companies and prohibits them from doing business
with sanctioned nations

ﬁa%ﬁ?mmmﬁﬁww&rﬁﬁam% 3R I8 35 Ufaafia 3 & 1Y HUR A 9
e Banks and companies headquartered outside the U.S. also comply with these sanctions
IRfYPT F TTER Iy archt s R Hufar of 37 ufoee &1 are e @

e To continue using the global financial system, which has the U.S. as the hub, and do
business in the large U.S. market
I 3 Y fasft yormeht &1 I IR Y@ O, ot Fg SfR®T ©, ok a8 sy
TR & AR IR G

e Non-U.S. banks such as HSBC were wary of re-entering Iran even after the Barack Obama
administration asked them to do so following the nuclear deal

HSBC ST TR-3MR®! 9o 3 § R A YW o I feger 38 4, vl & avrep Sitamr
TR = URATY] FHSA & 971G 39 T HRA Bl Bl ol

e Companies that had cut ties with Iran were fearful since U.S. companies were still
forbidden from doing business with Iran

o rufal 3 39 & Way dis e 4, 3 538 g3 off wifer smifve! sufal @t enff M R &
1Y AR - o ufaatera fovar mar o

U.S. financial and shipping sapctions

srfya faita ofik Rift ufady

e In 2014, BNP Paribas agreed to pay $9 billion in fines for sanctions violations
2014 ¥ Stedt urfvar = ufedy Ie@eq & U 9 3RE SR &1 JHIAT gHH IR Tgafd §f

e To curb North Korea’s nuclear build-up and other activities, the U.S. threatened to keep a
small bank in Macau, Banco Delta Asia, through which North Korea was doing business,
out of the U.S. system

TR BT & TRUTY] fIR 3R 3R Tl R i1 e & forg skt = udrss &
TP DI dp, IP! Soel TRMAT, R ITR HINTT AUR & oIt IUTNT 6 5T AT, 5T MNP
Ul | 918 @ Dt 4HS! ot

e This was enough to make the bank pull back, which had its intended effect
I 9% B N geq & o yafe U7 3R 397 qifesd UHIg gt

o Many global financial transactions that do not involve the U.S. still need to be routed
through American intermediaries of the primary entities
%3 Ay farfta a1 o 3Rt & e e 76T 81, 3% i o derelt & spfvat
AR} & A1 § € BT USdl 8

e This gives the U.S. government leverage over those transactions and it can block them

ART PR B! I a7ed IR a9 Pt 2fad e ¢ 3R 98 32 AP gadi §

What other shipping sanctions does the U.S. have in place

AR & Uy 3R S 4 RAfti ufoey &

e Although ship owning, shipbuilding, repair, and operations are spread across various
countries, insurance remains in the hands of Western nations, especially the U.K.

gIiiier STQTW T Hed, WgTe fior, TReyd ok Tarad fafira 3= & %l €, afes ftur o
ot af3pdt 3=, faivaR g, F i B8

e Shipping is a high-risk business and insurance coverage of ships is an absolute
requirement for importers, exporters, and ports

Rt ve 3= S| areT saaamg & 3R ST, fAafde! 3R deel & foe SieTel &1
a1 e sifvardf @

e Reputed insurance companies with deep pockets provide cover once the ship is certified
as safe and seaworthy by well-known classification societies

Herqd Yol arelt ufaf¥d a1 sufral do Bavs el § Sa seT &) ulig arffewor wwursii
SR GRIA SR JHs-aivg ywHifrd fbar S @
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e These societies are typically members of the International Association of Classification
Societies (IACS)

%ﬁrwrrqw ST THIRITE 3P FRith e IS E (IACS) & 9ag B!

¢ India’s Indian Register of Shipping is a member of the IACS
YRd &1 $&T IReR oifw AT IACS &1 Hew 3

e Once the U.S. slaps sanctions, classification societies withdraw certification and major
insurers withdraw cover

o B omRT wfraes e 3, aefieRor HRITE YHIU aTad o ol & SR 99 drAThdt
Have gel dd §

¢ Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Russian ships were held up in the Bosphorus
4 GRT b+ U SATHHYT & §1G T 9IgTe Siepb Ry | A fau 1w

e Because the protection and indemnity (P&I) club companies that cover loss of life and
environmental damage withdrew their cover

i MeaR TS FSiict (P&I) F1a Hufral 2 A4 St &1 g1+ 3R Tafaveiia gear

o forg faan S are wast argd o forn

e The ships were too risky to handle for Turkiye
Y STETel gfehd & o U Sredfere SIfaaguf &

e The Black Sea is the most important shlppmg route for Russian ships in the West
w3t g F it SETe & e aed

¢ Following sanctions on ships and shipping companies, some nations that allow ships to
register with them may choose to withdraw registration

gt SR R FHufral w ufadel & ¢ $© 31, S ST5Tell &I U= TgT ueiidHRor Hi
AT 3d B, UoHRur 919 @ Tahd §

e For fear of angering the U.S.
SARDT P AR FA S Y

e Such ships or those that have lost their flag registration can be boarded by navies

U SE 1 3 forTeT tael UsTesuT [HTW §1 711 81, 35 AT §18 - Tobdl &

e As per international law, called the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

SFARRTETT BT & SR, R WY Y T BT W BT 1 @

Are U.S. sanctions effective in shipping

a1 Rt & s ufidy yurdt @

e The U.S. has sanctioned companies ir_1vo|ved {n the tfade of Irgnian or'Russian oil
AR A ZF AT T4 dd & AUR § M Huf~ay uR gfaee T §

e Butlran is an energy giant and has been able to find alternatives despite losing the cover
of big insurers and certification

QAfeh I TP SHoll ARG © 3R T8 TSt T THIUIHRUT & Havsl WA & JIaog
fawey @v A 9em e 8

¢ Russia, too, has been successful to a certain extent in bypassing sanctions that sought
to cap the price of Russian oil

?ﬁwﬁwwﬁﬁmmmaﬁmﬁaﬁmmﬁﬁmw

e The U.S. agency that investigates using its own intelligence service and sanctions
individuals and companies acting against U.S. foreign policy interests is the Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the Treasury Department
3R] B I8 Tort Sl 1o+ Gitwar JaT & Hegy § Sid ! 5 iR vt fagwr ifa
fFdl & favg &1 X ard safaaat SR Huf~rl | ufady @ 8, 98 et faumT &1
TP 3HTE WA THCH Held (OFAC) §

e |t periodically puts out lists of sanctioned individuals and companies
Ug THY-IHY R Ufefid safdmal siiv sufer o giaf 9 & 2

¢ InJune 2024, OFAC sanctioned Bella 1 for allegedly carrying cargo for a Hezbollah-owned
company
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S 2024 T OFAC A 9@T 1 R fRsgeare & Wi arell $U-it & oy Sl of 9IH & SR &
PIGEEETID)

At that time, the U.S. termed it Panama-registered, but shipping databases now say its flag
or nationality is unknown

39 qAY 3R A 3 TATHI-USHPd Sarar AT, dfe sid Riftn Serey wgd § & 39w e
1 AFTAAT 314 3

Ships can be boarded by warships for not flying their flag of registration, on suspicion of
piracy, slave trade, and so on

RICASHE | muﬂwwﬁwﬁ%a‘m&ﬂsﬁ ST ATUR 31 & g § ggurat
ERT 9IS fU o 9hd §

After evading the U.S. Coast Guard, Bella 1 has apparently given out distress signals
IAfealt dexerd g6 9 §9 Moo & 916 9T 1 3 HYd dR IR Hee dbd U9 &

Centuries’ registered owner is in Hong Kong

A8 &1 Uelipd w@rit RS H ©

Centuries was once certified by the American Bureau of Shipping, a major
classification society and member of the IACS

A Bl Ht AR SR 3T Rft gy yifore fova 1 o, S v yE wifew<on
URT 3R IACS BT 4G §

In July of this year, the smaller Overseas Marine Classification Society, which is not a
member of the IACS and has a presence in China and some flags of convenience,
stepped in to give certification

39 a9 qarg # siaveiie 78 aanfifth e JTgdl, S IACS F Wew T8l € 3R i
T HS T SHT® HAIf-a9 o= H Aiolg 8, 7 THIvid=r uer foear

Centuries is now not listed as having the P&l cover provided by big insurers
&W;qﬂﬂﬁa%ﬁnmﬁaﬁmﬁmw P&I HaYS UK SIENl o U A Galae sl bl
ar

Originally Greek-owned, Centuries had called on U.S. ports initially under another name

9 7 I e Wi JTen Sadied, Uee Redt 3T 19 3 3rdRad sexmmgl R T o

But after a change of hands, it has been calling on ports in Middle America, Africa, China,
and so on

A1 TaTfired uf¥ad= & aTe U weg AR®T, YT, = 3Mfe & §eel W S8l 8
Skipper was once owned by the Japanese NYK and later by a Greek company

Ugd ST NYK 3R a6 & T e Hu-t & wWiia & of
It changed hands in 2019 to the present owner, headquartered in Nigeria
Tg 2019 T ATSSHNGT GRATe™ dTd IH- WRIt & U1 7T
Shipping databases show that it had been classified by IACS members, but the last
certification was withdrawn in 2022

Rt SeTe ox1Td § [ SHIACS Agwal gRI avffed fovam T o, @ifdst siferer wamor 2022
® qre o ferr

U.S. authorities said it flew the flag of Guyana falsely

3Rt IR 3 g1 [ U8 T BT 0wl S U A HERT g1 AT

Which could make it legal to detain the vessel as per international law

SR SfTRRTET BT b 5 d 39 SToT Y oo & A1 Y 81 Ahell ©

The above three ships are examples of what Western nations have dubbed the shadow
fleet

QORISR T ST8Te 31 IaTexvll | § for ufdedt 32 At wefte Fod §

They also show how countries such as Russia, Iran, Venezuela, and likely China have been
collaborating

3 g it Txfd § 5 =9, $eF, aAguen 3R Yyad: 914 5y g TeaiT aw @ §

To break the hold that the U.S. has on global finance and merchant shipping

I 3f® famr oiR U} Rt IR smifte &t uws & disT o9&

That the U.S. government had to order a physical blockade in Venezuela would seem to
indicate that they have been able to succeed to an extent

78 7 & 3R WHR B! aguen # Wfd ATPbed) BT 31 AT UST, T8 Tobd ol & i
J PO TS 9P UHH 8 Q
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Narsapuram crochet lace regains its mojo

Two vears after craft was paralysed by pandemic, product exports cross X150-crore mark; GI tag,
design and development by International Lace Trade Centre are driving forces for the recovery

The Hindu Bureau France and the Middle
NARSAPURAM East remain the major
importers of the crochet
he exports of lace products from
T Narsapuram Narsapuram,” said K.N.
crochet lace Tulasi Rao, convener of

products crossed the South Region Exports
%150-crore mark in the Promotion Council for
present fiscal year till Handicrafts (EPCH,
December-end, two years Ministry of Textiles).
after the craft was “The Geographical
paralysed with the Indication tag, exhibitions,
economic impact of the design and development
COVID-19. £ ’ I k. . being done in the

Nearly 15,000 artisans Intricate design: K.N. Tulasi Rao, convener of EPCH, interacting International Lace Trade
are involved in the craft, with a crochet lace artisan in Narsapuram. T. APPALA NAIDU Centre (ILTC-
which received the Narsapuram), quality of
Geographical Indication Ambedkar Konaseema Narsapuram crochet lace, products compared with
tag in March. The craft is districts in Andhra crafted by the artisans of crochet lace products of
now back on track in the Pradesh. Nearly 60% of our region, have crossed Panipat and Meerut have
19 mandals in West craftspeople are women. %150 crore by the end of been driving forces,” Mr.
Godavari and Dr. B.R. “The exports of December. Europe, U.S., Rao added.

Narsapuram crochet lace regains its mojo

TRETRA B a9 1 B F vt A9 urs

e Two years after craft was paralysed by pandemic, product exports cross ¥150-crore mark; Gl
tag, design and development by International Lace Trade Centre are driving forces for the

recovery

TEMR! ¥ fRIe0 & 30 U & &l AT dle, SdIE Haid 150 BRIS & 3Hidhs Bl TR B T1;
ST &, SR A9 ¢S HeX gRI fSuEA 3R e TRaR &1 UHE didhd §

e The exports of Narsapuram crochet lace products crossed the ¥150-crore mark in the
present fiscal year till December-end, two years after the craft was paralysed with the
economic impact of the COVID-19.

TRHTYRY PR A9 1G] H1 Fafd a1q fod anf # fedar ofd d@ 2150 TS & Sfichs & UR
IR T, S BIfAS-19 & e TUTE @ RIed & 3U USA & &l A1dl 916 g3 |

o Nearly 15,000 artisans are involved in the craft, which received the Geographical Indication

tag in March.

TTHT 15,000 PRIR 3 10 I 93 7, % wrd o vimifere T (ohems) < e

e The craftis now back on track in the 19 mandals in West Godavari and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Konaseema districts in Andhra Pradesh.

g fR1eq 3fd Sffys U= & Ui Marast Sk ST. .30, sidsax St forell & 19 Heal &

P @ ged | ofie 3 gl
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Nearly 60% of craftspeople are women.

TTHT 60% HRIR ARREE B

“The exports of Narsapuram crochet lace, crafted by the artisans of our region, have
crossed ¥150 crore by the end of December. Europe, U.S., France and the Middle East
remain the major importers of the crochet lace products from Narsapuram,” said K.N. Tulasi
Rao, convener of South Region Exports Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH,
Ministry of Textiles).

“TUR &F & HRIRI §RT TR B A BT (FaTd fedaR & ofd dF 2150 PRI B
UR &R T 8| R, SART, i 3R Wed qd IRATRA & HI A IATG! & T s
a%rgq%ﬁaﬂz:r et 319, o, a@m&hwﬁmﬁuﬁwﬁwﬁwéﬁw T
HATer) A HEll

“The Geographical Indication tag, exhibitions, design and development being done in the
International Lace Trade Centre (ILTC Narsapuram), quality of products compared with
crochet lace products of Panipat and Meerut have been driving forces,” Mr. Rao added.

AT e (oNais) 27, Texial, SexaRe AW 28 Fev (STSTade TagRH) A &
e1 fEusT iR fae™, quT Uriivd 3R A6 & IRl o IcTG! i qo-T § ScdTG] &1 I[urad —
3 4t IR wifdkat €1 ] ot g A sl
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Fragile attractiveness

India’s best efforts to bring in
investment can be upended by the US.

he latest foreign direct investment (FDI)

data show how India’s attractiveness as

an investment destination is not yet ce-
mented and remains fragile. Net FDI remained
negative for the third consecutive month in Oc-
tober 2025, which means that more direct invest-
ment was taken out of India than invested in it.
The timing reveals a lot. At the end of July, U.S.
President Donald Trump revealed that he would
be levying a 25% tariff on India. A week later, he
raised this to 50%. That is when investment be-
gan to leave India. Prior to August, India’s net FDI
position in 2025-26 had been quite comfortable.
In the April-July 2025 period, net FDI totalled
$10.7 billion, more than triple what it was in the
same period of the previous year. However, in
August 2025, investors pulled out $622 million
more than they put in, followed by $1.7 billion in
September, and $1.5 billion in October. India’s
cumulative net FDI position in 2025-26 by the end
of October 2025 had fallen to $6.2 billion. This is
still nearly double what it was in April-October
2024, but the point is that the direction has
changed. One defence of the FDI numbers has
been that the net FDI figure looks poor because
outflows are simply exceeding robust inflows.
However, in both August and October, gross in-
flows themselves were lower on a year-on-year
basis. This contrasts against an average growth
rate of about 33% in April-July 2025. In addition,
this financial year has shown that the increase in
outflows has been driven by Indian companies
looking to invest abroad. One way to look at this
is with satisfaction — that Indian companies are
increasingly becoming internationally competi-
tive in scale and resources. However, with the In-
dian economy far from saturated in terms of sup-
ply, the question to be asked is why these
companies are not investing here. This is not
merely a shifting of profits abroad in the form of
repatriation. It reveals a deeper issue.

From the 2019 corporate tax rate cuts, to Pro-
duction Linked Incentives, to trying to boost de-
mand through income-tax and Goods and Servic-
es Tax cuts, the government has done a lot to
encourage the private sector to invest. These
were all welcomed by Indian and foreign corpo-
rations, who touted them as “structural re-
forms”. Yet, it took just one episode of tariffs by
one country to rock India’s image as a good in-
vestment destination. Even the Reserve Bank of
India said that uncertainty over the U.S. trade
deal was pushing foreign portfolio investors to
exit Indian equities. This goes to show that shiny
headlines of ‘fastest-growing’, ‘largest market’,
and ‘third-fastest’ do not cut much ice with inves-
tors. They work in fair weather, but are flimsy in
the face of the slightest headwinds. Such claims
need real structural reforms to bolster them.

Fragile attractiveness

AT SATHHT

o Net FDI remained negative for the third consecutive
month in October 2025, which means that more direct
investment was taken out of India than invested in it

o Prior to August, India’s net FDI position in 2025-26
had been quite comfortable

3T | Ugd, 2025-26 § YRd &1 Y FDI RRUfT H1ept
Harwor® ot

. In the April-July 2025 period, net FDI totalled $10.7
billion, more than triple what it was in the same period of
the previous year

. India’s cumulative net FDI position in 2025-26 by
the end of October 2025 had fallen to $6.2 billion

. In addition, this financial year has shown that the
increase in outflows has been driven by Indian companies
looking to invest abroad

39 3ifaRed, 29 faxdia af ¥ aftafe & ofe &1 HRU
YR Hufral gRT faes # faw &t qawr w8

. One way to look at this is with satisfaction — that
Indian companies are increasingly becoming
internationally competitive in scale and resources

S 9dIY & =u § oft 3@ 5 e § fb YR duf
aqggaﬁvwﬁﬁwsm@uwwuﬁwﬁw

. However, with the Indian economy far from
saturated in terms of supply, the question to be asked is
why these companies are not investing here

° From the 2019 corporate tax rate cuts, to
Production Linked Incentives, to trying to boost demand
through income-tax and Goods and Services Tax cuts,
the government has done a lot to encourage the private
sector to invest

. Even the Reserve Bank of India said that
uncertainty over the U.S. trade deal was pushing foreign
portfolio investors to exit Indian equities
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Rabies: the cruel and expensive disease of India’s most impoverished

YIS YR & I dfia avf &1 B iR weft

Rabies: the cruel and expensive
disease of India’s most impoverished

Of the 59000 rabies-mediated human deaths in the world every year, India represents a third, around 20,000, and more than any other country, according to a paper;
besides a lack of awareness of the disease, poor accessibility, affordability, and availability of PEP makes it a serious public health problem

a Gandhi
Afshan Yasmeen

here is a ward at the

government Epidemic Diseases

Hospital in Bengaluru from

where every single patient is
wheeled out dead. The windows are
blackened, the room is airless, the only
piece of furniture is a solitary cot. This
room is not a punitive space: on the
contrary, it is refuge for rabies patients
who suffer hydrophobia, the fear of light,
even of air.

Recently, a 50-year-old construction
worker from Delhi was brought in after a
rabid dog bit him months ago. “He will be
dead by tonight,” says Suresh N.V.,
Bengaluru district surgeon, who is also
the medical superintendent of the
hospital. This was patient number 17 this
year, just in this one hospital. “Some
patients can be sedated to stop them from
hallucinating and for hyperactivity, but
others can get very aggressive,” he says.

One patient, the doctor recalls, lay
crumpled with fear that the army was out
to get him. Death by rabies is frightening,
painful, and inexorably cruel.

Of the 59,000 rabi iated human

Need for care: Controlling street dog population involves birth control surgeries, anti-rabies vaccination, and establishment of shelters. 1. viaHu

from hospital premises, educational

deaths in the world every year, India
represents a third, around 20,000, and
more than any other country, according
to a paper published in One Health in
December 2024. Rabies is endemic to
India, with the main reservoir of the virus
being dogs, and the poorest, the majority
of the patients.

Days, weeks or months after a rabid
dog bite, if the victim is not vaccinated,
death is inevitable. The symptoms begin
with paralysis from the feet upwards,
typncally followed by cardio-respiratory

lure that finally strikes the victims
down Rabies is a neurotropic virus, and
unlike other pathogens, travels via the
peripheral nerves (not blood) to the
spinal chord, and then to the brain.
Post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) involves
immediately washing the wound under
running water with soap for 15 minutes,
followed by the anti-rabies vaccination
(ARV), rabies immunoglobulin (RIG) and a
tetanus shot.

Who is at risk? “Human populauons
inhabiting areas that sustain free-
dogs are at the high risk of being bitten,”
says Harish Kumar Tiwari, of the Indian
Institute of Technology Guwahati, and
co-author of the One Health paper,
describing rabies as being a disease of the
poor and vulnerable. These are usually
daily wage workers, often living on the

ins of the society: brick kiln workers,
waste collectors, rural and remote
S0t B £

railway stations and other
spaces of public use and place them in
shelters after they are sterilised and
vaccinated. Animal rights activists have,
ever since the court order, claimed that
this prospective programme is
“impractical” and “cruel”. According to
data available, there are 80 million free
roaming dogs in India and 20 million dog
bites per year, making rabies a large
public health problem.

Economics at play

Access to good quality, affordable
healthcare continues to remain
unavailable to large parts of the country,
out-of-pocket expenditure on health is
high, and families, to date, are pushed
into poverty due to medical costs. But
with rabies, finances play a role even
before health is compromised.

Take the case of a 59-year-old man in a
village in Assam (as recounted by the One
Health paper researchers), who died of
rabies after being bitten by a neighbour’s
pup. The pup was not inmunised by the
family because of financial constraints. In
May 2023, the pup “attacked the victim
unprovoked, causing deep bite wounds.”
Even though he was administered PEP
and RIG (at a private hospital because the
government one refused to hospitalise
him citing “unsatisfactory care by the
staff”) he soon developed a headache,
high fever, began drooling saliva and
expenenced difficulty in dnnkmg or
one month later. He then

ing
“Besides a lack of awareness of the
disease, there is poor accessibility,
affordability, and availability of PEP,” he
points out.

In November 2025, the Supreme Court
directed all States to remove stray dogs

became violent, and eventually died.

“In the order of significance of the
actions that led to rabies death, the lack
of seriousness on the part of the hospital
staff to attend to dog bite injury,
prompting the patient to approach a local

private nursing home, ranks foremost,”
states the One Health paper.

While the patient in this case faced
unacceptable delays in treatment, the
treatment itself — PEP and RIG —
continues to remain out of reach for many
dog bite victims. A January 2025 study in
The Lancet Infectious Diseases, which
surveyed 3,37,808 individuals in 60
districts in 15 Indian States, found that
among those who had been bitten by a
dog, 20.5% did not receive ARV and
nearly half (49%) of those who received
one dose “did not complete their full
course of vaccination”, says M. K.
Sudarshan, member of the National
Technical Advisory Committee on Rabies,
one of the authors of the paper.

Doctors note that when it comes to a
small bleed or severe dog / animal bite,
the rabies vaccine alone is not enough. An
RIG that is injected into the dog bite
wounds is needed: RIG is life saving. But
the country suffers from a severe shortage
of RIG, and it is only used for bites that
bleed, not for a lick on a scratch, which
could cause rabies too, says Aniruddha
Belsare, assistant professor of disease
ecology at Auburn University, U.S. “Most
public health hospitals do not even have
doctors, leave alone RIG for bite victims,”
he says, forcing families to run from pillar
to post to try and obtain lt RlG is also

ting
between 35, 000 and (20 000 Asa result
dog bite victims, mainly children under 15
(forming 40% of cases in India), are taken
to local quacks who use substances such
as chilli powder and chalk to ‘cure’ the
disease, Dr. Belsare says.

RIG apart, even ARV, is in short supply.
“We need 60 million doses of ARV
vaccinations. But India produces only 50
million, out of which 15 million are

exported,” he adds.

Hearteningly, recently, two novel
rabies monoclonal antibodies have been
produced in India. RmAbs are cheaper
than human rabies immunoglobulin, but
being new drugs, are currently under
pharmacovigilance and are yet to be
included in the national guidelines, says
Dr. Sudarshan, who is also the founder
president and mentor of the Association
for Prevention and Control of Rabies in
India.

Tackling the source

Even though India has one of the highest
populations globally of free-ranging dogs
(FRD) and the highest incidence of
dog-mediated human rabies, it “only
deploys Catch-Neuter-Vaccinate-Release
for FRD control as a humane alternative
to lethal methods, without evidence of it
working successfully,” the One Health
paper states.

So what is the solution?

“My advice would be that dog lovers,
who feed strays on the roads, should fully
support 20 dogs in their area, have them
neutered and regularly vaccinated,” says

Dr. Belsare. Every city, municipality, gram

panchayat has to ensure a dog bite is
attended to with PEP and and also that
families are compensated for the
expenses they bear, he says. Dr. Tiwari
adds that we need “good quality shelters,
with closed and enclosed spaces for
homeless dogs.” Increasing awareness
about washing wounds from animals and
seeking immediate medical help,
ensuring the vaccine and
immunoglobulin are available and
speeding up processes to make cheaper,
indigenous drugs available, are all crucial.
(divya.gandhi@thehindu.co.in)
(vasmeen.afshan@thehindu.co.in)

THE GIST

v

Rabies is endemic to India,
with the main reservoir of the
virus being dogs, and the
poorest, the majority of the
patients. Days, weeks or
months after a rabid dog bite,
if the victim is not vaccinated,
death is inevitable. The
symptoms begin with paralysis
from the feet upwards,
typically followed by
cardio-respiratory failure that
finally strikes the victims down

v

Doctors note that when it
comes to a small bleed or
severe dog / animal bite, the
rabies vaccine alone is not
enough. An RIG that is injected
into the dog bite wounds is
needed. But the country suffers
from a severe shortage of RIG

v

Increasing awareness about
washing wounds from animals
and seeking immediate
medical help, ensuring the
vaccine and immunoglobulin
are available across the length
and breath of the country and
speeding up processes to make
cheaper, indigenous drugs
available, are all crucial

Rabies: the cruel and expensive disease of India’s most impoverished

Y: URd & Ja9 dfea 99 @t fR 3R wEt Surh

o Of the 59,000 rabies-mediated human deaths in the world every year, India represents a
third, around 20,000, and more than any other country, according to a paper; besides a
lack of awareness of the disease, poor accessibility, affordability, and availability of
PEP makes it a serious public health problem
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Sfrar # g3 o 811 arelt 59,000 Y-S AHE Al A | YR TTHT Th-faers, art
P8 20,000, BT TR BT 2, o) et o oy 37 @ s 2, TSP Y T & 3ANR;
U ¥ WR AREHA B S B e, PEP &1 HH Ugd, HH qe-4rHdT, 3R Hifta
SIS 331 T iR wdwi~e wara awn st 8
There is a ward at the government Epidemic Diseases Hospital in Bengaluru from where
every smgle patient is wheeled out dead

TRBTH WETARY AT ST H U d1S ¢ o8l A 8% U A U a7 & a1gv
amwrran g
The windows are blackened, the room is airless, the only piece of furniture is a solitary
cot

@m%ﬁ@sﬁ?ﬁ’ma&ﬂéﬁ,mmﬂﬁ%,sﬁ?m%ﬂmmmw

This room is not a punitive space, on the contrary, it is a refuge for rabies patients who
suffer hydrophobia, the fear of light, even of air

Tg HIRT SSTHP T 81 ¢ dfcep Yol AT & fore xRuredt § S grgsiwifemn, o
A SR g1 F SR A USAGIA §

Recently, a 50-year-old construction worker from Delhi was brought in after a rabid dog
bit him months ago

g1 g1 § et @1 50 aeffa formfor gftre amn wor o 9l uge urTe St A PreT T
“He will be dead by tonight,” says Suresh N V, Bengaluru district surgeon and medical
superintendent of the hospital

a8 TSl I b HR SITET,” VT b1 § SIS Foret ol 3R 3RYaral & Afgpa guiiese
= T FHT

This was patient number 17 this year, just in this one hospital

g 59 94 BT 1741 {3 UT, had S T 3Rgare A

Some patients can be sedated to stop hallucinations and hyperactivity, but others can
become very aggressive

T ARGl & Y R sifa-afsraar A & forw Ride fvar o wwar 8, afd oo sl
THTHS T S §

One patient lay crumpled with fear believing that the army was out to get him

TH IR 8% | RIgpsT usT o1, 39 @ 6T m%ﬁmaﬁuﬁﬁamiﬁg

Death by rabies is frightening, painful, and inexorably cruel

Y A g v, ST SR Srcd R 8l §

Of the 59,000 rabies-mediated human deaths every year in the world, India accounts for
about one-third, nearly 20,000 deaths

3T o &% 1 811 aTelt 59,000 Y&iST SifSrd WG Hial # ¥ @ U fagTs gt 20,000 WA
YR W It €

This is more than any other country, according to a paper published in One Health in
December 2024

g fasdt oft o =1 & 3if¥es ©, S b fawiaR 2024 H One Health & Ya1iRid <y o o
AT T §

Rabies is endemic to India, with dogs as the main reservoir of the virus, and the poorest
forming the majority of patients

ggﬁgmﬁwﬁa?ﬁﬂ% foray aRRY &1 IReT id $d § SR Siftrepisr wite g ol @

Days, weeks or months after a rabid dog bite, if the victim is not vaccinated, death is
inevitable

URTA P & BTeAd & q1G IS SBTHRuT A8l g3iT, Il Yo Sra=aHTd §

Symptoms begin with paralysis from the feet upwards, followed by cardio-respiratory
failure

LN P LHATT WY A FHW P 3R APha J 8t 8, o a1e ged 3R 49 fawerar gt §
Rabies is a neurotropic virus and travels through peripheral nerves, not blood, to the
spinal cord and then the brain

SIS U RIS IRy § S I 81 afews 79 & H1em 3 e ik R afkrss as

A

Ugadl &
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o Post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) involves washing the wound for 15 minutes, followed

by ARV, RIG, and a tetanus shot
MiFAfRIT (PEP) H 15 e 9o gr@ €4, bR U ¥w aRii=, Y6

sqq;ﬁ@gl%m 3R eI FoHRA WA §

e Human populations living with free-roaming dogs are at high risk of being bitten
TART Pl & o TgA aTelt WG SIMETE & HIE A T I FIAA 8l ©

o Rabies is a disease of the poor and vulnerable, including daily wage workers, waste
collectors, rural and remote populatlons and farming communities

Yaior T 3R HHSAR il a5t SR 2 o 2fTe AeTg, et SR ard, v of
SRERTS B SATETSY, TuT FpaT o wftrl &

e There is a lack of awareness, along with poor accessibility, affordability, and availability
of PEP
39 A7 & Ui SIReodl 31 B § 3R PEP P Iudeudl, Ugd, 3R ag-&Har Hi H9

¢ In November 2025, the Supreme Court directed all States to remove stray dogs from
hospitals, educational institutions, rallway stations, and other public spaces

TR 2025 T YT B 3 G2t A0 B SRuATe, e AT, Ie TR 3R 3
it~ RE! I IR P geM &1 (e e

e The dogs are to be placed in shelters after being sterilised and vaccinated
Fil ! A 3R ABTHII & d1C YT TSl T @1 ST §

o Animal rights activists have called this programme impractical and cruel
UY] ARPR FTAGAISH = 3 HRIHH B SRS 3R HY Id §

e There are 80 million free-roaming dogs and 20 million dog bites per year in India
YRA H ATHT 8 aﬁﬁsmﬁ% 3R B 1T 2 BRIS P PIe Pl geHTE gidt &

e This makes rabies a major public health problem

I fRUfS Y &1 va T Irdwife Wy a9 9911 8

Economics at play

S Y

e Access to good quality, affordable healthcare continues to remain unavailable to large
parts of the country, out-of-pocket expenditure on health is high, and families are pushed
into poverty due to medical costs ]

T[T 3R AR WA Ja1sif a6 Ugd o & g9 T & faw @ o Iuasy 78 &,
W R e A T 3 § 3R fafhean @ & BRUr RaR T & gt Sd &

o But with rabies, finances play a role even before health is compromised
dfe Yefier & A § wWared fars | uga g1 fasiia fRufe yffier R 3

o Take the case of a 59-year-old man in a village in Assam, who died of rabies after being
bitten by a nelghbour S pup

amg?gwnﬁﬁsgaﬁqm%mwﬁ St usift & fUedt & e & ae Ide |
e 32

e The pup was not immunised by the family due to financial constraints
T TSl & HRU URAR - 34 fUed BT ErbTHeor 18T S U

e |n May 2023, the pup attacked the victim unprovoked, causing deep bite wounds
7S 2023 T fuedt A foamT Swama & g fava, o T8 ®e & °19 gu

o Even though he was administered PEP and RIG at a private hospital because the
government hospital refused to hospitalise him citing unsatisfactory care by the staff

g 39 PEP 3R RIG faU 77T, 98 i fAsht sruarar & Fifs TRPRY SRudrd 3 1% &t
SHATYSTP S@HTH BT BaTAl ¢hR Hdl B I AT R faar

e He soon developed a headache, high fever, began drooling saliva, and experienced
difficulty in drinking or swallowing one month later
TP R d1¢ 39 Rvgd, A9 §E@R, AR U1, 3R fi= a1 fArem & wfears g aft

e He then became violent, and eventually died
<P 915 6 F&R7 €1 T SR Sfre: 7 & T

¢ In the order of significance of actions that led to rabies death, the lack of seriousness by
hospital staff to attend to dog bite injury ranks foremost, states the One Health paper
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Y& & GG 0% o O a1 HRSD! & Hgedshd & ST W B Tiafivar ot ot ok p
F PIe B A R GH 9 1 Fa0 SHW 8, U One Health Y U T 8

o While the patient faced unacceptable delays in treatment, the treatment itself, PEP and
RIG, remains out of reach for many dog bite victims

el 50 TS 3 Sredterd 28 2o U, a8t SRR WY, I PEP 3R RIG, 3Tt 1t g Pt
BT T 1 B! UgT A TR 7

o A January 2025 study in The Lancet Infectious Diseases, surveying 3,37,808 individuals
in 60 districts across 15 Indian States, found 20.5% of dog bite victims did not receive
ARV

S-a$t 2025 A The Lancet Infectious Diseases H UHIRId G, forgd 15 HRGHY 3Tl &
60 foralt o 3,37,808 &N &1 T g1, FaTa © f 20.5% F< HIC T AN T ARV &) fareht

o Nearly half 49% of those who received one dose did not complete the full course of
vaccination

o1 T GRT® ich, 30 & T 49% = SIHTHI0T BT RT B T 18T fopar

e When it comes to a small bleed or severe dog or animal bite, the rabies vaccine alone is
not enough

TP YFqwTa I TR $1 A1 U F BIeA | Fad Y6 da gata T8l g
* An RIG injected into bite wounds is life saving

PIe & gra) § &) &4 9Tl RIG Sa 3&/@ &

e The country suffers from a severe shortage of RIG, and it is used only for bleeding bites,
not for a lick on a scratch, which can also cause rabies

291 7 RIG ) TR T 2 9K T2 Pad G 98 a1 Bre A R 9 &, Wi W ared d
TS, S IT ot YT € HeveT
e Most publlc health hospitals do not even have doctors, let alone RIG for bite victims
IR ST B STdeR 9% SUdey el RIG ol ¥ 31 51 &
e This forces families to run from pillar to post to obtain it
Y URART &1 38 UM & oY GR-g HedpT USdl o
¢ RIG is prohibitively expensive, costing ¥5,000 to ¥20,000
RIG 3T TeHi 2, foreas #d 25,000 / 220,000 0 &1 &

e As aresult, dog bite victims, mainly children under 15, forming 40% of cases in India, are
taken to local quacks using chilli powder and chalk to ‘cure’ the disease

P BIC T NI, TR 15 T4 & HH U & a2, 5 HRd H 40% AIHE! 61
@%’,W@W%wﬁmaﬁ%@ﬁ#m&ﬁvwﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ ENISEERG]

e Apart from RIG, even ARV is in short supply
RIG & 3dTdT ARV o 8 IUa ©

¢ India needs 60 million doses of ARV, but produces only 50 million, of which 15 million are
exported

YRd &I ARV B 60 Faferast g1 anfey, dfc Iare 50 fafer 5, 59 @ 15 s
forafa g1 ot §

e Recently, two novel rabies monoclonal antibodies have been produced in India
BT &1 | YAl B g1 718 WiHigaa gdiaigt yRd | s o 715 ©

o  RmAbs are cheaper than human rabies immunoglobulin, but being new drugs, are under
pharmacovigilance and not yet included in national guidelines

RmAbs, ATd ¥diel SEHITIgfer 3 et ¢, dlfc 15 qard € & $RUI Grtepifatordd J
%ﬁvmﬁw@uﬁmﬁwﬁﬁmﬁaﬂﬁfaﬁﬂ%%

e This is stated by Dr M K Sudarshan, founder president and mentor of the Association for
Prevention and Control of Rabies in India

g THBRI ﬁ@ tg 'ﬁa"\’h Association for Prevention and Control of Rabies in India &

TRITYS Jeae 3R arfesfe, gr1d 7 @

Tackling the source

I | e
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Even though India has one of the highest populations globally of free-ranging dogs
(FRD) and the highest incidence of dog-mediated human rabies, it “only deploys Catch-
Neuter-Vaccinate—Release for FRD control as a humane alternative to lethal methods,
without evidence of it working successfully, the One Health paper states.

Ty YR # fay ¥R W e fIaR01 S a1t Pl (FRD) P! 99 U S1ardt & 4 U §
3R Pl | e 91 UG YaS & Ga 3HfRe gent €, f +ft a8 “FRD fAr=or & fo
Catch—Neuter—Vaccinate-Release & °Id® di1®l & AMAN faped & Tu o Eﬁ SYATdT %‘
TP W AAIYdd HTH B & THTUT & 3T, TIT One Health paper H H8T T ]|

So what is the solution?
o AT T 872

“My advice would be that dog lovers, who feed strays on the roads, should fully support
20 dogs in their area, have them neutered and regularly vaccinated,” says Dr. Belsare.

ST, TR Fed |, ﬁﬁm%aﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ Gﬁﬂsﬁwmﬁ‘rﬁmf@m
€, 4 310 & 7 20 il BT G qAAH D, I Al 1 3R afivd wu A Eepranvor
PR |”

Every city, municipality, gram panchayat has to ensure a dog bite is attended to with PEP
and also that families are compensated for the expenses they bear, he says.

I Faa 2 5 T WMeR, TRUTRIPT, T4 A &1 98 AR BT 81T 6 T b Pprest &
Al § PEP %mﬁrrq&ﬁvmashhﬂﬂ‘rﬁaﬂ%mﬁaﬂmﬂﬂaﬁml

Dr. Tiwari adds that we need “good quality shelters, with closed and enclosed spaces for
homeless dogs.”

ST. faardt Sisd © o 590 doR Pl & fore dig ofR YRIE RIFT arel 3o I[uraw & 3nyd
YAl B TS g |

Increasing awareness about washing wounds from animals and seeking immediate
medical help, ensuring the vaccine and immunoglobulin are available and speeding up
processes to make cheaper, indigenous drugs available, are all crucial.

SR & BTea 918 °Td 61 3R awpTel RfbedT TeTaal 3 & SR & SReHaT SgTT,
amﬁ?mmﬁmﬁmgﬁ@amamm TeRM garsi & Iuas M
! fohan &1 aw B, T it s He ol § |

Rabies

* Rabies is a fatal viral zoonotic disease that affects the central nervous system (brain
and spinal cord)

« It is caused by the Rabies virus, belonging to the Lyssavirus genus

* The disease is transmitted from infected animals to humans, most commonly through
bites, scratches, or saliva entering broken skin or mucous membranes

* Once clinical symptoms appear, rabies is almost always 100% fatal, but it is
completely preventable with timely intervention
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National Intelligence Grid
linked to NPR with details
of 119 crore residents: govt.

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The National Intelligence
Grid (NATGRID), a secure
platform for the police and
other investigating agen-
cies to access government
and private databases in
real-time, has been linked
to the National Population
Register (NPR), which has
the family-wise details of
119 crore residents in India,
government officials have
said.

The Union Home Minis-
try has been pushing for
the enhanced use of NAT-
GRID by the State police
forces and Central law and
security agencies for intel-
ligence gathering and spee-
dy investigation of criminal
cases through indigenous
and secure platforms.

On December 9, the Mi-
nistry informed the Lok
Sabha that an Organised
Crime Network Database
was being developed on
NATGRID’s IT platform to
facilitate secure data-shar-
ing between the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and the State Anti-Terror
Squads (ATS). The reply
said that upgraded NAT-
GRID tools, particularly
“Gandiva”, are supporting
multi-source data collec-
tion and analysis.

The Hindu reported on
December 7 that NATGRID
is, on an average, getting
nearly 45,000 requests a
month. The platform, ac-

Tyingitup
Upgraded NATGRID tools

support multi-source data
collection and analysis

B Jnesuch tool is “Gandiva’
u=ed far facial recagnitian
and entity resolution

® Details of all family
members of a suspect or a
person of interest, if available
in NPR, could be accessed
through the platform

The data for MPR were first
collected in 2010 with the first
phase of the 2011 Census. PTI

= 3 categories of access
requests: non-sensitive. sansitive,
and highly s=nsitiie

cessible only to security
agencies, became opera-
tional last year after being
conceptualised in 2009 in
the aftermath of the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks.

The data for NPR, which
stores information family
wise, were first collected in
2010 with the first phase of
the 2011 Census and was
last updated in 2015
through door-to-door en-
umeration. It was to be up-
dated further during the
2021 Census, which has
been delayed by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Census 2027

On December 12, when the
Union Cabinet approved
the proposal for conduct-
ing Census 2027 at a cost of
11,718 crore, there was no
separate allocation for the
NPR. Earlier on July 29, the
government informed the
Lok Sabha that no decision
had been taken to update
the NPR during the forth-
coming Census exercise.

The NPR is the first step
for the creation of a coun-
trywide National Register
of Citizens (NRC).

Elaborating about “Gan-
diva”, a State police official
said the details of all family
members of a suspect or a
person of interest if availa-
ble in NPR could be ac-
cessed through the plat-
form. Gandiva can be used
for facial recognition and
entity resolution.

Asked about privacy
concerns as the police and
security agencies can ac-
cess almost all kinds of da-
ta about a citizen without
even having to register a
first information report,
the official said, “Each qu-
ery is logged in the system.
The purpose of the infor-
mation being sought has to
be stated and the senior
police officers have an
oversight. There are sever-
al checks and balances.”

The Ministry has asked
the States to liberally use
the platform.

ST Giear s & 119 wRIs el & faawor ared Tadtems & it mar:

WPR

o The National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), a secure platform for the police and other
investigating agencies to access government and private databases in real-time, has been
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linked to the National Population Register (NPR), which has the family-wise details of 119
crore residents in India, govemment officials have said.

P Gihar s (NATGRID), S g 3iR oy S ToiRidl & forg TR 3R Fsh Sere
TP Iad-eTgH UgT & U Ue QRida w7, 1 Wi seRien IeR (NPR) @ SgT M g,
R YR & 119 TR FHariRml & uRaR-aR oo &, WeR! el 4 s3]

The Union Home Ministry has been pushing for the enhanced use of NATGRID by the State
police forces and Central law and security agencies for intelligence gathering and
speedy investigation of criminal cases through indigenous and secure platforms.

H1g g HaATerd W 3R W wenH & Ared I GRear STHeRT Pe™ 3R TRt
aTHEl Ft @R g & fAw Isa g gat 3R Fsfia S Td Ram TAREl gRTNATGRID
& i IUANT IR OR g @R
On December 9, the Ministry informed the Lok Sabha that an Organised Crime Network
Database was being developed on NATGRID’s IT platform to facilitate secure data-sharing
between the National Investigation Agency (NIA) and the State Anti-Terror Squads
(ATS).

9 feaR &I Herd = AHAUT DT I fb NATGRID & 3T5Et Wew H IR fSd SuRTY
Fead SeTaN AP Rid foban ST T &, dlfds T S Toidt (NIA) STR 799 STddarg-Idt
Tl (ATS) & oid R Scl-TIeHRul gl Job |
The reply said that upgraded NATGRID tools, particularly “Gandiva”, are supporting multi-
source data collection and analysis.

I | &gl 71 f I9d NATGRID USRI, IR & T “Tidta”, 9g-AId SeT TIE 3R
fareiwor 31 9 W@ B
The Hindu reported on December 7 that NATGRID is, on an average, getting nearly 45,000
requests a month.

gg%ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁqﬁémﬁ? NATGRID &1 3R Ufdl AT8 TTHT 45,000 SRYY T 38
|

The platform, accessible only to security agencies, became operational last year after being
conceptualised in 2009 in the aftermath of the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks.

g W™, St Had JRedT TR & 1T gau 8, 26/11 Tas SMMa®! gHa! & a1 2009 T
URefetrd fbT ST & a1e fUese aef =me] gl

The data for NPR, which stores information family wise, were first collected in 2010 with the
first phase of the 2011 Census and was last updated in 2015 through door-to-door
enumeration.

NPR & fo1T 3e7, Sl tRaR-aR SHRT TUEId HRdT 8, Ut IR 2010 H 2011 &I S=T0MT &
U TRUT P Y ThA fbar a7 4T 3R 1At IR 2015  TR-8R TUMT & A1e0d ¥ U fhar
T U7
It was to be updated further during the 2021 Census, which has been delayed by the COVID-
19 pandemic.

;ﬁngzom P ST & SR 3R 3(USe [Ha1 ST UT, S COVID-19 HEMRY & HRUT fadfad
|

Census 2027
STHITOTAT 2027

On December 12, when the Union Cabinet approved the proposal for conducting Census
2027 at a cost of ¥11,718 crore, there was no separate allocation for the NPR.

12 R ®R ! 519 H&Ig WEAHSE 7 211,718 FRIS &I AN F SIFITUMT 2027 FRA & TG
%I Aol &, A NPR & 1T 1S 3erT 3ide =&t Tl

Earlier on July 29, the govermment informed the Lok Sabha that no decision had been
taken to update the NPR during the forthcoming Census exercise.

TN UEA 29 JaATS B! WBR = ANBTUT PI TR AT b ST SIOMT 31991 & SR NPR
P AYIT P BT BIS fAvig T8 forar M 3|

The NPR is the first step for the creation of a countrywide National Register of Citizens
(NRC).
NPR, ST 8T ARTR® IRe (NRC) & A0 &1 ugal dad g |
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Elaborating about “Gandiva”, a State police official said the details of all family members of
a suspect or a person of interest if available in NPR could be accessed through the platform.
“TMSta” & IR H fadR ¥ Fd1d §U U g Yfer it A og1 f afc NPR & Suaisy g1
fordll Sifcry a1 i & Ao & Gl URAR & Gawd! & [JaR0T WiewhiH & A1ead 9 U by o
T&Hd B

Gandiva can be used for facial recognltlon and entity resolution.

MET FHT ITINT I U 3R Tfedt IR & fore fasan o gaan |

Asked about privacy concerns as the police and security agencies can access almost all
kinds of data about a citizen without even having to register a first information report, the
official said, “Each query is logged in the system. The purpose of the information being
sought has to be stated and the senior police officers have an oversight. There are
several checks and balances.”

Troirgar Geeht fiamsi R g o1 W, wife gier 3iR IRem et fomr uraftra ot fey off
IR T Taftrd T It UHR & ST dd Ugd Tl 7, SRERY 7 Hal, ‘Ul $t Red
T 1T B o1t 8 | Tl O B THBRI BT I I 8 § SR afvs g siftraivay a5t
R 3w 81 ®E o iR Iqed AN ] 1

The Ministry has asked the States to liberally use the platform.

TATET A Il & WeWIH BT ATUP F9 A STIRT IR B! 8T 5
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